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Welcome

If a robin has a favourite song-post in your 
garden, the nest site won’t be far away. If you’re lucky enough to have a large garden, 
two or three male robins may be laying claim to different parts of it, and will defend 
their boundaries with posturing and some�mes figh�ng. Great �ts and blue �ts are 
house-hun�ng, visi�ng nest boxes and suitable holes in trees and buildings before 
returning with nes�ng material. Some�mes squabbles take place over a par�cularly 
desirable residence – maybe both a great �t pair and a couple of house sparrows have 
their eye on the same site. It’s all fascina�ng to watch, and really gives you the feeling 
that spring is truly here.

It’s a busy �me of year for our garden 
birds. Territories are being claimed and 
nests are being built. Birds become much 
more visible as they proclaim ownership 
of our gardens with vibrant song and bold 
display, their bright spring feathers 
standing out amongst the newly emerged 
leaves.
The best way to see where birds might be 
breeding is to spot where they’re singing. 

 

122 SWAN STREET SIBLE HEDINGHAM

01787 462536
darkins1967@gmail.com

IF WE DON'T STOCK IT, WE CAN GET IT

A FAMILY RUN, INDEPENDENT HARDWARE 
STORE IN SIBLE HEDINGHAM

OPEN Mon - Sat 0800 - 1730hrs
Closed Sundays & Bank Holidays
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Church Services

(look at the tab ‘Services and Events’)

This informa�on will always be available on the 
church website at 

h�ps://www.hedingham.info/ 

April

For young people  10 - 17 Come and join 
us and learn about the Chris�an faith! 

YOUTH GROUP 
2nd MARCH 6 - 7.30PM

WORKING GROUP 
1st MARCH 10am - 12pm
Come and give a hand in the church or churchyard.

ST PETER’S CHURCH
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Message from the Rector
ST PETER’S 

CHURCH

COFFEE MORNING
Saturday 22nd March

10am - 12pm
Come along for coffee, 

cake and chat.
All Welcome

Hope
One of the things I’ve been doing this Lent is looking for the shape of the cross 
around me. It’s a way of seeing Lent as a journey towards the �me when we 
remember Jesus’ death on the cross and His resurrec�on from the dead. I’ve been 
fascinated to see how o�en the shape of the cross is visible in furniture, buildings, 
plants, trees and all over the place! 

I’ve also been reading ‘Hope’, the autobiography of Pope Francis which was 
published in January. At a �me when so much in our world feels unse�led and 
difficult, focusing on hope feels very helpful.

By the �me this magazine comes out, we’ll be even further through Lent, and Easter 
will already be on the horizon. Easter gives all sorts of opportuni�es to celebrate 
hope. Elsewhere in this magazine, you’ll find details of some of the celebra�ons 
which are taking place in our local churches. However you choose to celebrate this 
season, I pray the �me is hope-filled for you and those around you.
God bless you 
Jus�n
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Baptist Church
At the �me of wri�ng, mid March, we have enjoyed a week of 
sunshine and double figure temperatures. Many people were 
convinced that spring was here. Sadly, we are back to single figure 
day �me temperatures. Unfortunately, we cannot always rely on 
the weather. The same principle seems to be at work in world 
affairs and poli�cs. We are currently experiencing extreme 
uncertainty regarding the Ukraine and Russian conflict. There is uncertainty in the 
world markets and uncertainty in many countries that were always regarded as 
stable.
As we approach Easter there is something in which we can be certain. Christ was 
crucified and rose again. The message of hope has been consistent for over two 
thousand years.
If you need certainty and hope in your life, visit a church service on Easter Sunday. 
There you can hear the true message of salva�on that is found in Jesus Christ.

Please come and join us for one of our Easter Services.

Sunday Morning Services including Sunday School 10.30 am

I wish you a happy and fulfilled Easter. 

Cygnets (Babies and Toddlers) Mondays in Term �me 9.30am -11.30pm  £2 per 
family
Hedingham Food Bank Tuesdays 2-4pm

Easter Sunday All Age Service 10.30 am  April 20th

Easter Services: 

Hotspot Thursdays 10-2pm (Coffee Morning plus lunch) free
Messy Church (Easter) April 5th 4-6pm Fun for all the Family (Includes a meal) Free

Palm Sunday 10.30 am  April 13th
Good Friday Reflec�on 6.30pm  April 18th

Hedingham Bap�st Foodbank: Tuesdays 2.00pm-4.00pm, referral required before 
arrival (referral available from a range of agencies e.g. Braintree District Council, 
Doctor’s Surgery, Schools etc.)

Card Making workshop 9.30-12.30pm April 26th   £12 (contact Carole 01787 
460265)

Dave Wright     dave@hedinghambap�st.org
Nick Vosper (01787 460265)  nick@hedinghambap�st.org

www.hedinghambap�st.org  
Carole Rainbird carole@hedinghambap�st.org

www.facebook.com/hedinghambap�st

For all events see details on Facebook or Website
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Catholic Church
The Catholic Parish of St Francis of Assisi Halstead
Father Felix Adiele The Presbytery, 90 Colchester Road, 
Halstead CO9 2EW 
Tel: �01787 472477 � 
Email:  halstead@brcdt.org

You are warmly welcomed to join us in our religious, 
pastoral and social ac�vi�es.  

A Catholic Mass is celebrated at St Nicholas’ Church, 
Castle Hedingham, every Sunday at 9.00am.

Details of the Mass �mes at St Francis of Assisi Parish Church 
are published on our Facebook page and can also be found on 

Enjoy Halstead and Streetlife Halstead pages.

And If you need prayer, people are 
there for you.

Together they s�ll serve the church in 
many ways. Come at 7.00 for food 
and/or 7.30 to start.

We meet in Castle 
Hedingham Memorial Hall 
on Thursday 20th March.
John and Ann Coles are 
coming from London. They 
once headed up New Wine.

We welcome anyone curious to learn 
more about Jesus, especially those 
seeking a closeness to Him. No need to 
bring your wallet or purse. The event is 
free. There will be �me to pray for you if 
you are finding life tough.

No Mee�ng in April.

halstead@dioceseo�rentwood.org or stewardo�hegospel592@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/s�rancishalsteadparish

For more info email 

Open again from 6th April, 
every Sunday and extra days 

over Easter, please check 
website for full details.

phone 01787 461174 or call in.

Open for coffee and cake on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays from 09:30-16:00

info@colnevalleyrailway.co.uk 

Don’t forget the Residents Pass 
is great value at £25.00, giving 
the holder free admission and 
up to 3 others half price. Valid 

for 1 year, excludes Santa.

Colne Valley Railway
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Household Recycling

Grey Bin  We will only collect waste that is in the bin with the lid shut. 

We will not collect addi�onal bags on top or near the bin.
You should only put your bin out by 7am on the day of your collec�on. 

Go to:  h�ps://www.braintree.gov.uk/bins-waste-recycling

Green Bin  Garden waste collec�ons are a subscrip�on-based service.

MARCH 2025

Hedingham United FC
Here are the home fixtures for the Men’s Firsts and 

Reserves and the Ladies team

Contact Steve Parsons 07488 362530 for more informa�on

L 12th Apr 3pm HUFC Reserves v Harwich & Parkeston A

L 16th Apr 6.30pm HUFC Firsts v Gosfield United

L 5th Apr 3pm HUFC Firsts v Great Bentley First

D2 27th Apr 2pm HUFC Ladies v Hu�on FC Women Dev
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CH Women’s Group

Call Ann on 07442 180237 or Hilda on 07513 886288 to enquire or to book. 

May 23rd – Wroxham Mini Worlds  -  home to the kni�ed Sandringham estate and 
Kni�ngale Hospital as well as several miniature ‘worlds’, collec�bles, retro gaming 
and interac�ve displays.  We then have the op�on to either spend the rest of the day 
in Wroxham or go to Hoveton Hall for their gardens and rhododendron display.  

We are a friendly group of ladies so why not come along and see for yourself, we 
will always make you welcome.  Contact Sylvia on 01787 469129 for any enquires 
about the group.  

Our next mee�ng, to be held at the Memorial Hall, Castle Hedingham from 2pm, is on 
Wednesday 16th April.  The speaker is Roy Tyzack, a re�red murder squad officer who 
is now an Emergency care medic.  Roy is also an experienced speaker for groups and 
offers a variety of talks.  His talk on the 16th is en�tled ‘A Story on Every Street 
Corner’ and is a virtual, illustrated walk from Stra�ord to Aldgate, visi�ng all of the 
historic sites en-route.  Everything from Kray Twins sites to the home of Captain Cook, 
the Ba�le of Cable Street and the Match Factory strike and lots more.  This promises 
to be an entertaining and interes�ng a�ernoon, one not to be missed. 

COACH TRIPS 

April 23rd  East Ruston Old Vicarage Garden – an exo�c garden in an exposed prairie 
landscape by the North Norfolk coast.  A beau�ful 32-acre garden containing many 
garden rooms with herbaceous borders, sub-tropical 
gardens, a box parterre, the King’s walk, sunken rose 
garden, Mediterranean garden, to name a few.  
Star�ng in 1973, the gardens have been gradually 
created, extended and developed from three feet 
high tu�ed grass to the glorious garden of the 
present day.  We are planning to stop nearby for 
lunch, then proceed to East Ruston for the a�ernoon.  
An on-site tearoom offers refreshments.  The cost is 
£43 pp for coach and entrance to the gardens.  When 
booking please enquire about the lunch�me stop. 

The cost for coach and entrance to Mini Worlds is £39 pp.  The cost for coach, 
entrance to Mini Worlds and entrance to Hoveton Hall is £47pp.

July 22nd – Thames Cruise - with �me in Marlow, then a 2 hour cruise to Henley with 

some �me here as well.  More details to follow. 

June 25th – Belvoir Castle, da�ng back to the 11th century, the home to the Dukes of 
Rutland.  Explore the world of Belvoir Castle, the turrets and towers of which rise over 
the Vale of Belvoir, the restored Capability Brown Gardens and lakes, parkland, retail 
village, Belvoir Bistro or Vale View Café.  

Mee�ng once a month on 2nd Tuesday 2pm – 4pm

Bap�st Church 177 Swan St, Sible Hedingham.  
For older people  -  meet 2nd Thursday  (Feb - Dec) 2pm - 4pm

The Castle Club, Church Lane, Castle Hedingham with refreshments.

T Club

Should you wish to know further details about any of these ac�vi�es, please contact: 
Jayne Laken on 07458 300 903  We look forward to seeing you

Mee�ng on the last Wednesday each month at The Memorial Hall, Church Lane, Castle 
Hedingham 2pm – 4pm.  A club where older people can enjoy a chat.  Refreshments & 

raffle. Admission £2.50p. 

Thursday Club – Sible Hedingham

Cra�y Nannas

Different speaker each months plus refreshments & raffle. Admission £3.00
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GLENDA WOOD
Ad Dip Psych C, Cert Hyp CS

Counsellor & Hypnotherapist

Life is often not as straightforward 
as we may hope but, however long 

the road, there is always a way ahead.

I am an experienced Counsellor that 
offers support 

in a confidential and safe environment.
Enhanced DBS and insured�

Practices in Clare & Great Yeldham
Call 07421 710775

Email: info@glendawood.co.uk
www.glendawood.co.uk
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First Hedingham Guides
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New Hedingham Medical Centre - Update

Braintree District Council has completed the 
process to transfer a plot of land located in 
Sible Hedingham to OneMedical Property, a 
leading developer of healthcare proper�es. 
The land transfer will pave the way for the 
construc�on of a state-of-the-art medical 
centre designed to meet the healthcare 
needs of the local community in the future.

This new centre is part of a collabora�ve effort between OneMedical Property, 
Hedingham Medical Centre, NHS Mid and South Essex Integrated Care Board, 
Braintree District Council, and local residents and community groups. Together, they 
have worked to design a building that not only meets the current needs of the 
community, but is also adaptable for future growth.

With planning permission and necessary 
approvals already secured, OneMedical Property is set to proceed with the 
development of a modern, purpose-built facility that will replace the three GP surgery 
sites currently run by the Hedingham Medical Centre. While OneMedical Property will 
own and manage the new building, Primary Care health services will con�nue to be 
provided by Hedingham Medical Centre.

The facility will serve approximately 12,000 pa�ents from Sible and Castle Hedingham, 
Great Yeldham and surrounding villages. The prac�ce currently cares for around 9,000 
pa�ents, and the new facility will accommodate the an�cipated growth of the local 
popula�on. It will also support the prac�ce’s commitment to offering increased access 
to healthcare services, including extended opera�onal hours and the use of new 
technologies to provide virtual consulta�ons for pa�ents unable to visit in person.
A key feature of the design is a focus on sustainability and accessibility. The building is 
expected to achieve a BREEAM 'Excellent' ra�ng, a leading interna�onal sustainability 
cer�fica�on. Addi�onally, the new medical centre will feature biophilic design 
elements, sound-absorbing materials, and abundant natural light, crea�ng a healthier 
and more pleasant environment for pa�ents, visitors, and staff. It will also be built 
with pandemic-proof features such as mul�ple entrance points, glazed recep�on 
screens, and spaces designed to support social distancing.
With the land deal now finalised, OneMedical Property will soon be entering the final 
stages of the construc�on tender process. Following the award of the contract, work 
will begin on preparing the site, with construc�on set to follow shortly therea�er.

The new facility, which will be just under 1,000 square metres in size, will feature 11 
clinical rooms, a spacious wai�ng area, recep�on, dispensary, u�lity and storage 
spaces, as well as dedicated staff rooms and office space. The building will be 
designed to a high standard, incorpora�ng the latest in healthcare design principles to 
ensure a welcoming and func�onal environment for pa�ents and staff alike.

For further updates on progress, visit www.onemedicalgroup.co.uk/hedingham-
medical-centre/
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WASH FARM, QUEEN ST, SIBLE HEDINGHAM C09 9RH 

Sible Hedingham Library
Opening hours   Monday 9am-1pm   

Thursday 2pm-7pm   Saturday 9am-5pm

Litter picking Equipment available

What’s On

MONDAY - Baby and Toddler Rhymetime 9.30 – 10.00am
Knit and Natter 10.00am – 12.00noon (bring your own knitting and have a chat)
360 Walking Group 10.00am – 12.00noon (Meet at the library for a 3-4 mile walk.
Wear appropriate attire, refreshments provided afterwards)

THURSDAY - Book Group Meetings 2.00 – 3.00pm Contact library for details
Pokemon Card Swap 3.30 – 4.30pm
 

SATURDAY - Lego Coding 9.30 – 10.30am Please book via the Essex Library website
Baby and Toddler Rhymetime 10.00 – 10.30am   
Crafts for Children 10.00am – 4.00pm
Lego Coding 2.00 – 3.00pm  Please book via the Essex library website
Lego Blockbuilders 2.30 – 3.30pm
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Hedingham History Group
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We are a small company
where the personal touch is
important. With many years of 
experience, we have handled
jobs from small property
improvements to extensions,
barn conversions and house
building. Working on listed
buildings is a specialty.

Phone: 07894 827702
email: 
castlegentbuilders@gmail.com

https://castlegentbuilders.co.uk
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Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Minutes of Sible Hedingham Parish Council Annual Parish Council 
Mee�ng Held in the Village Hall on Monday 10th March 2025 

In the chair – Cllr Beavis

Cllr Beavis requested deferral of the Car Park issues to another mee�ng to enable 
more �me to clarify the op�ons.

at 7.00 pm

Present:– Cllrs Calver, Cole, Fennelly, Hendry, Luxon, Ranson, Taylor, 
Tufnell, Young

Mrs L Slade – Clerk & Eight Members of the Public

Apologies for absence - Cllr Adam, Cllr Heywood and Cllr Lee & C/Cllr Schwier
The minutes of the last mee�ng were approved - there were no ma�ers arising.
Ender’s Touch Charity – no community project could be iden�fied; however the PC 
would like to accept the offer of support in the future; ma�er deferred.
Parish Magazine - Cllr Taylor met with the Editor of the Hedinghams Parish Magazine 
prior to the mee�ng.  Op�ons were put forward to the commi�ee; however the 
request for funding is for the current year to enable con�nued produc�on and to 
meet the expecta�ons of current adver�sers. Any future change to the format and 
delivery of the magazine must be planned ahead, so further discussion is 
recommended for a future mee�ng. Cllr Beavis stated that she and Cllr Ranson fully 
support the publica�on of the  magazine. It was resolved to support the Parish 
Magazine with a contribu�on of £3900, (£1300 for three months).
Community Li�er Pick - Sunday 6 April 2025 was decided.
Chairman’s Report

The PC will consider the re-structuring and consolida�on of commi�ees at the May 
mee�ng.
County Councillor’s Report - Cllr Schwier’s reports are at: h�ps://siblehedingham-
pc.gov.uk/category/news/
District Councillors Reports
Plans are underway for transference of land by Bloor Homes; the Pocket Park, Nat 
West Bank Building and Children’s Play Area at the Riverside Walk. This will be 
discussed at a future Planning mee�ng – to be arranged.
An extension on a planning applica�on submi�ed by One Medical has been requested 
by Castle Hedingham and Sible Hedingham to enable discussion at the Full Council 
mee�ng on 14 April 2025.

Reports from sub-commi�ees if applicable
Finance, Governance and Audit – Mee�ng held on Thu 13 Feb 2025
Adop�on of the NALC 2022 updated Standing Orders – approved.  Clerk to post on the 
PC website.

Monthly Payments - approved 

Review of the Sco�sh Widows accounts – approved.



18

Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Cllr Ranson’s bespoke addi�ons to the beacon approved and he was thanked for his 

close communica�on with the contractor appointed.  Clerk to contact contractor of 

the Parish Beacon.

To allocate £5000 to this commi�ee in line with alloca�ons to other sub-commi�ees – 

approved.

Climate and Environment – Date to be arranged

Personnel – Date to be arranged.

Full replacement of the damaged quarter pipe at the Skate Park This is to be 

discussed at the next FGA Sub-Commi�ee mee�ng.  Clerk to arrange the next FGA 

mee�ng.

Fee of £225.00 for a double interment in the Garden of Remembrance – approved.  

Clerk to update the Garden of Remembrance fees on the PC website.
Two year contract for the router on the CCTV – approved.  Clerk to contact supplier
To ask U�lity Aid to source compe��ve prices for a decision on transference at the 

mee�ng on 14 April 2025. Clerk to contact U�lity Aid.

Events, Community and Communica�on – Mee�ng held on Tue 18 Feb 2025
Resigna�on of Cllr Fennelly from this Commi�ee accepted.

Request of £560 funding towards the research of the Hedingham Heritage Centre – 

approved.  Clerk to contact the Hedingham Heritage Centre

Planning – Mee�ng held on Tue 25 Feb 2025
Loca�on of the Garden of Remembrance extension at Greys Hall Meadow – approved 

Footpaths – Mee�ng held on Wed 12 Feb 2025

It was also noted the Oxford Meadow play area has been cordoned off – Cllr Beavis 

has emailed an enquiry to Braintree District Council.
Love Your Bus grant Fund Clerk reported there had been no feedback from the bus 

company approached and the date for the submission of an applica�on has now 

passed.

Opera�onal and annual inspec�on for the play equipment at the Recrea�on 

Ground  Clerk to contact local contractor.

Parish Council owned Car Park Cllr Beavis to generate a report to share with Full 

Council for considera�on and decision.

The path through Greys Hall Meadow – Update It was resolved to seek quota�ons to 

repair the damage rather than replace the whole path. Clerk to ac�on.

Resurfacing beneath the swings and roundabout at the Recrea�on Ground - Urgent 

repairs required approved.  Cllr Ranson to monitor this equipment and Clerk to obtain 

quota�ons for repair.

Installa�on of addi�onal bollards and yellow no parking grid lines at the end of the 

flower bed bordering the Car Park – Agreed. Clerk to source costs.
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Parish Council Meeting Minutes
Deer Signage Update Cllr Schwier has submi�ed an LHP to add deer signage to 

exis�ng poles.  Clerk to contact Essex Highways and request a clean of the signage, 

repair to exis�ng signage where necessary and a cut back of encroaching vegeta�on 

around the signs.
Cllr Beavis informed of a voluntary scheme at the ECC where highways issues are 

iden�fied and the PC funds the improvements - agenda item for 14 April 2025 

mee�ng.

Clerk also informed the mee�ng:
The Digital Demand Responsive Transport feasibility study has been posted on the 

Parish Council website –  
The Neighbourhood Watch Reports are posted on the PC website

Clerk’s Report previously circulated

All requested Cllr training has been booked with the EALC; unfortunately Cllr Taylor’s 

training for the Employment Framework has been cancelled.
The streetlight from Spurgeons Close to Swan Street has now been repaired
Speed Indica�on Device on Swan Street - not working – Cllr Schwier has requested a 

repair as soon as possible.
Clerk has requested access to online banking in order to view up-to-date statements.

A resident expressed concern the Medical Centre staff and pa�ents may use parking 

bays at the Library. Another resident expressed concern there could be extra cars 

parking in Sta�on Road. The parking for the Medical Centre needs to be carefully 

considered.

25/00291/FUL Molly’s Wood, Hulls Mill Lane. Installa�on of an outdoor learning 

shelter with open sides.

There were no objec�ons to any of the Planning applica�ons:

Next Mee�ng:  14 April 2025

Broken toilet at the Ladies Conveniences; this will be replaced as soon as possible.

25/00259/TPOCON Comfrey Co�age, 29-31 Queen Street. Tree work

To discuss the suggested roundels on the road into Sible Hedingham

25/00309/HH 16 Hawkwood Road. Proposed extensions to side and front.
Agenda items for next mee�ng/exchange of ideas/final public comments

Cllr Luxon declared an interest in the next item.

THESE ARE ABRIDGED NOTES FROM THE ORIGINAL DRAFT MINUTES - PLEASE REFER 

TO THE SIBLE HEDINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE FOR THE FULL TEXT.

To discuss the VE Day 80 celebra�ons

25/00218/FUL Recrea�on Ground, Recrea�on Road. Installa�on of beacon

Mee�ng Closed: 8:55 pm
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Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Parking Forge Green/St James Street/Bayley Street junc�on: Castle Hedingham 

Tennis Club were thanked for their support with parking issues. The Tennis Club 

commi�ee has agreed to add text on safe parking in accordance with the Highway 

Code and with considera�on for local residents to the Club Rules and also in the cover 

email members receive when they renew.

ABRIDGED MINUTES OF A MEETING OF CASTLE HEDINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL,
HELD ON MONDAY 10th MARCH 2025, 6.30PM 

Also present: BDC Cllr Jo Beavis & Cllr Wendy Taylor to item 4

PROGRESS CHECK

20s Plenty Webinar: Cllrs Hemes, Smith and the clerk had a�ended the webinar “12 

months data from Welsh 20mph – what it means for the Local Authori�es in the 

rest of the UK”. The webinar is available to view at 

h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BH34TjIzVDc and presents the facts about how 

the new 20mph speed limits have worked in Wales. Ac�on: All Councillors were asked 

to watch the recording. 

AT CASTLE HEDINGHAM CLUB 

BDC Street Cleaning Agreement: The agreement for 2025-2026 was discussed, 

including new repor�ng requirements including risk assessments. The agreement will 

be signed by the clerk and returned, together with the requested risk assessments 

and an invoice for the grant of £5,862.72

Nunnery St bridge: Cllr Smith reported the temporary repair is rapidly deteriora�ng. 

A worsening pothole at Bayley Street is also being monitored and Essex Highways will 

be chased about repairs

Cllr Doe opened the mee�ng by thanking Jessica Westrop for her service as a Parish 

Councillor since 2019. Her representa�on of the farming community and knowledge 

of the village will be greatly missed.

In the Chair: Cllr Doe   Clerk: Claire Waters

Bin store reloca�on: Due to a change of circumstances, our Village Maintenance 

opera�ves no longer have easy access to a van. In order to enable street bins to be 

emp�ed on foot, the bin store will be moved from the Cemetery to the Memorial Hall 

car park. This has been agreed with Braintree District Council who empty the bin 

store weekly and will do this at the same �me as emptying the dog waste bins at the 

park.

Present:  Cllrs Doe, Dover, Foulkes, Hemes, Jones, Smith

HIGHWAYS & PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY

Sudbury Road drains: Drains from New Park to Rosemary Lane were due to be je�ed 

week beginning 3rd March, but had probably not been done. Ac�on: Cllr Smith 

offered to check and take photos
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Parish Council Meeting Minutes
REPORTS

Essex County Council – Cllr Schwier’s ECC reports are at 

h�ps://castlehedingham.org/latest-news/. Cllr Schwier had sent apologies for 

absence and referred to his reports for an update.

Police/Neighbourhood Watch. Weekly Neighbourhood Watch newsle�ers and 

monthly Essex Police reports are published at h�ps://castlehedingham-

pc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-watch-police/ A new monthly Parish-Police Partnership 

Forum will be held via Microso� Teams star�ng on Monday 31st March at 6.30pm. 

Cllr Southgate will be asked if he can a�end the first one, with Councillors taking 

turns for future mee�ngs. 

Braintree District Council –Cllrs Beavis and Taylor reported between items 3 and 4
Devolu�on & Local Government Reform: Cllr Beavis explained the process, including 

the disbanding of Essex County Council followed by Braintree District Council. This is a 

major restructure and there are many ques�ons to be answered. BDC are holding an 

extraordinary mee�ng to discuss the changes. Cllr Beavis answered ques�ons from 

Cllr Doe about the poten�al impact on Parish Councils. The clerk will forward to 

Councillors informa�on received from EALC and the Local Government Resource 

Centre. A public consulta�on is underway at 

h�ps://www.gov.uk/government/consulta�ons/greater-essex-devolu�on/greater-

essex-devolu�on-consulta�on  The consulta�on closing date is 13th April 2025
Hedinghams Medical Centre: Cllrs Beavis & Taylor have been working with One 

Medical, BDC and Bloor Homes on this and the Riverside Walk. A BDC covenant 

requires the Medical Centre foo�ngs to be dug by 1st May 2025.  An applica�on for 

varia�ons to the approved plans will be on the agenda for the April mee�ng. 

VILLAGE EVENTS 2025: SAVE THE DATES
VE Day Thursday 8th May. Plans for Memorial Hall tea dance, teas, fish and chips will 

be confirmed
St James Fair Saturday 26th July. A Village Park group mee�ng on 18th March will 

draw up plans. 
MEMORIAL HALL
Castle Hedingham Club: RESOLVED: To approve food truck sales on Tuesdays 4pm to 

8-8.30pm, subject to all necessary public liability insurances being supplied in 

advance to the Parish Council.
Castle Hedingham Club: A local contractor had been approved by the Chairman and 

clerk to inspect an urgent drain repair at a quoted cost of £300. He will replace the 

drain surround to avoid digging out the drain for the �me being, so the work is likely 

to cost less than the quote. Another internal drain is also causing concern. Ac�on: Cllr 

Smith will send photos to the clerk.
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Full minutes of mee�ngs including planning applica�ons and financial informa�on are 
published at

VILLAGE PARK AND COMMUNITY ALLOTMENT

Monday 12th May 6.30pm Annual Parish Caouncil Castle Hedingham Club

Village Park: Quotes for “talk tubes” for younger children had been requested but not 
yet received.

NEXT MEETINGS

Monday 19th May 7pm ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY Castle Hedingham Villlage Hall
The mee�ng closed at 7.50pm

Village Hall: The monthly accounts were noted with thanks. Concerns had been raised 
by the Village Hall Commi�ee about the surface of the disabled space at the front of 
the hall which is deteriora�ng causing a trip hazard. Ac�on: The Village Hall commi�ee 
has been asked to request that their clients do not use the space if they are not 
disabled. The clerk will inves�gate contractors who could repair the surface.

AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
Financial Year end: Review of accounts in prepara�on for internal and external audit 

Monday 14th Apr 6.30pm Ordinary Parish  Council Castle Hedingham Club

Community Allotment: Following purchase of arches and compost bins, there is 
£407.09 remaining from the first round of BDC grant funding to be spent by 31st March 
2025. The Community Allotment group will be mee�ng now on Tuesday mornings 
10am to 12 noon, with their first spring session on Tuesday 18th March. All residents 
are welcome to pop by and visit or take part in a session. A no�ce invi�ng more 
par�cipants will be placed in the April issue of the Hedinghams Parish Magazine.

Hedinghams Medical Centre: Revised planning applica�on

www.castlehedingham-pc.gov.uk 

Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Should you wish to know further details about any of these ac�vi�es, 
please contact: 

Cra�y Nannas
Mee�ng once a month on 2nd Tuesday 2pm – 4pm The Castle Club, 

Church Lane, Castle Hedingham with refreshments

Jayne Laken on 07458 300 903

We look forward to seeing you

T Club
Mee�ng on the last Wednesday each month at The Memorial Hall, 
Church Lane, Castle Hedingham 2pm – 4pm.  A club where older 

people can enjoy a chat.  
Refreshments & raffle. Admission £2.50p
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Castle Hedingham Community Allotment

Or just drop by for a visit and a chat at any of our weekly Tuesday morning sessions 

– our volunteers will be pleased to welcome you.

charlieallotmentch@gmail.com or call Claire on 07845 056597

TUESDAY MORNINGS 10AM TO 12 NOON
Our volunteers meet weekly on 

If you need more informa�on, contact Charlie at 

Everyone is welcome -no experience necessary, just come along to 

enjoy being outdoors and part of a friendly group.

Spring has arrived and our weekly allotment sessions 
have started again!

Whether you have an hour to spare or are able to be a regular supporter, we would 

love to see you. It is a chance to get out in the fresh air, be ac�ve, meet new friends, 

learn about gardening or share your knowledge. 

Later in the season, everyone can enjoy our freshly harvested seasonal produce 

which will be available from the Village Shop at St James Street. 

Castle Hedingham Community Allotment
at the Village Park
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Open Monday – Friday 

9am – 6.30pm

1 Bridge Street, Great Yeldham

01787 238255

Emergency Out of Hours

01787 372588    

07836 723934

SUDBURY AREA 
CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 

Find events on Facebook 
For more informa�on, contact Ruth Worsley 

ruth-SACSG@outlook.com 

Providing high standards 
of treatment and care 

for all your pets

Fully qualified electrician based in Hellions 
Bumpstead, serving the local area, Cambridgeshire, 

Suffolk & Essex

All aspects of electrical work carried out, 
installa�on, repair and maintenance. All work is 

insured and guaranteed 

Ian Simmons
Local Domestic Electrician

24 Hr Emergency Callout
Fault finding         Part/Full Rewires
Maintenance, tes�ng and inspec�on
Indoor & outdoor installa�ons - 
Lights, sockets, switches
Fuse board replacement

PAUL BRAZIER
KITCHENS, BATHROOMS AND 

BEDROOMS LTD



25

Friends of Alderford Mill
The last month of the winter closedown has seen li�le ac�vity as the internal 
temperature of the mill remains excessively colder than outside making it impossible 
to work. We have received the first consignment of oak planks as replacements for 
the floats and sole plates of the waterwheel. We expect, from previous experience, 
the current �mber to rot and break over the next few years.  These will be replaced 
with the oak items as this happens.

On other ma�ers…The grass on the bank at the back of the mill looks finely trimmed 
like a well kept lawn, having been grazed by the muntjac, which fortunately do not 
like daffodils, unlike at home where the muntjac have destroyed our tulips and 
bluebells.  The daffodils are beginning to show their colour such that by the �me you 
read this they should be in full flower, a mass of golden daffodils.

Between wri�ng this and you reading it FOAM will have held a planning mee�ng for 
this year’s open days.   We will have also hosted a small paranormal evening for a 
private party. We look forward to welcoming our regular friends and new visitors to 
our first opening of the year on Sunday a�ernoon, the 13th April  when if the water 
level permits we will be running the wheel.  Entry is free to all and our ladies will be 
supplying refreshments.

If our opening days are inconvenient or you prefer a personal tour for the family or a 
small group, the mill can be opened for private par�es by arrangement.
Lastly we would s�ll welcome more volunteers for both the Sunday team hos�ng 
visitors and the Wednesday team working on the mill.

Wild life around the mill is elusive, apart from the muntjac, the occasional pair of 
ducks and moorhens, the only signs of anything else are the footprints in the mud 
bank close to the mill, these being limited to birds and a large dog.
  
The Wednesday team have been approached by the County to replace the gate posts 
of the large 5 bar gate over the road from the mill, already supplying the posts.  This 
may involve some restricted access to the footpath as a large deep hole will need 
excava�ng to remove the exis�ng concrete founda�on and as the team only meet on 
Wednesday a�ernoons the work may span several weeks.  Safety barriers have been 
ordered from the County. A member of the Wednesday team has con�nued to work 
at home on the drive from the steam engine, pain�ng the large gearwheels in 
colours to simulate bare metal teeth.  On comple�on of the drive the plan is to 
construct a replica boulter (flower sieve) using the dona�ons given in memory of 
Brian Mills.

Braintree Community Transport are looking for volunteers either in 

your own car or in one of our 12 seater minibuses, no commitment - 

hours to suit yourself.  Out of pocket expenses are reimbursed and 

pensions/benefits are not affected.

Do you have a few hours to spare?   Do you have a willingness to help 

and would like to put something back into your community? 

To find out more please call 01376 557883 or email

community.transport@braintree.gov.uk

DRIVERS NEEDED
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SIBLE HEDINGHAM VILLAGE HALL

Registered Charity No. 301397

50/50 ballroom, latin and modern 

sequence

2.30pm – 5pm

£5 includes homemade 
cake, tea/coffee

For further information call Tony 

07790516580

AFTERNOON TEA 
DANCES AT THE 
VILLAGE HALL

6th April & 4th May
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CH Gardening Club
Hello everyone!  It was so nice to see so many of our members a�ending the first of 
our Spring a�ernoon mee�ngs.  Our talk was en�tled “In the Garden with William 
Morris - Flora as Art” given by Fiona Rose.  Fiona illustrated her talk with some 
beau�ful slides and was very knowledgeable about her subject.
A reminder that we are holding our Annual Plant Sale on 24th May.  As usual there 
will be refreshments and a raffle, if anyone is able to provide some plants we will be 
so grateful.  Some of us are already busy po�ng up seeds and plant cu�ngs please 
put this date in your diaries and come along and support us.
Our mee�ng on the 10th of this month will be a talk en�tled ”Marks Hall – Virtual 
tour of the Arboretum and its history” to be given by Peter Hickling.
Our mee�ngs are held on the second Thursday of the month 2pm at the Memorial 
Hall, Castle Hedingham if you are not a member but would like to come along as a 
visitor you will be so welcome.

Treasurer  Maureen Lo�ing  01787 463343.

Chairman  Chris�ne Lucock  01206 210872.
Secretary  Jean Collings  01787 461663.

Chris�ne, Jean, Maureen, Mary, Barbara, Suzanne, Michael and Brenda.
Bye for now 

CASTLE HEDINGHAM PAROCHIAL CHARITIES

A Trust Fund exists in Castle Hedingham 
for any resident ‘in need, distress or suffering hardship’.  

Hospital transport** can also be
arranged depending on need and availability

For more informa�on please contact the secretary
Mrs Brenda Beadle 01787 460336

** We would be pleased to hear from anyone willing 
to join the rota of drivers
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All types of domestic 
fencing provided

Contact Paul: 07967 962374 

or 01787 228740

We are a friendly local company 

with over 10 years' experience and 

fully insured.

Covering areas around the Essex 

and Suffolk border.

Please contact us for a free quote 

and no obligation advice.

www.gandwfencing.co.uk
gandwfencing@gmail.com

Open Monday - Friday

We wish you a warm welcome.

Telephone: 01787 462104

 9am - 1pm

Saturday 8am - 4pm.

Castle Hedingham Post 
Office

Telephone: 01787 463943

Castle Hedingham Village 
Shop

Open Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm.

Sunday 8am - noon.

Our purpose is to provide a good 
service and help build friendship and 

a stronger community. 

DANIEL GIBBONS LTD

GENERAL BUILDERS
EST 1972

PHONE: 01787 460129
MOBILE: 07775 728263

EMAIL
danielgibbonsltdbuilders@gmail.com
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Hedingham Heritage Society

Sue Coleman
‘Snake encounters’ 

Ha�ield Forest Na�onal Nature 
Reserve is the best surviving example 
in Britain of an almost complete 
Royal Hun�ng Forest. Meet 10.30 am 
at the Forest car park, Ha�ield Forest, Takeley, Essex, CM22 6NE.

Thursday 3rd April

Sue has run a snake sanctuary for 
over 30 years and will be bringing 
some snakes with her, talking about 
these and about our na�ve snake 
species.

Sunday 6th April
A visit and guided walk in Ha�ield 
Forest with Na�onal Trust guide, 
David Simmonds.

7.30pm Castle Hedingham Memorial 
Hall CO9 3DA

Walk will last about 2hrs. Transport available from Hedingham- please 
contact Rob, Trudi or Mark for further details.

Our May mee�ng will be held at the Museum and Guild Hall 
7.30pm at Hill Farm- transport available from Hedingham, please contact 
Rob, Trudi or Mark.

hedinghamheritage@gmail.com
www.hedinghamheritage.org.uk 

Thursday 1st May

Members free, non-members £5        

Rob: 01787460664 Trudi: 07768787777  Mark: 07906472636

Hill Farm Museum and Guildhall, Ges�ngthorpe, Essex

ALL WELCOME
Our new programme for 2025 is available with an annual membership for 
all our talks, walks and ac�vi�es at just £15 per person
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Email:provide.essexwellbeing@nhs.net
www.essexwellbeingservice.co.uk

Pu�ng people in contact with organisa�ons 
that provide services they need.  

This service can help you with local social 
group; learning; en�tlement benefits; fire and 

home safety checks; health & fitness; 
transport; carer’s support and care services; 

volunteering and much more…
All Community Agent referrals and enquiries 

should go to Essex Wellbeing Service.
Tel: 0300 303 9988

All enquiries, will be responded to during the 
opening hours above

Essex Wellbeing Service Opening Hours: 
Monday to Friday 8.00am - 7.00pm

Saturday 10.00am to 2.00pm

Halstead Foodbank 

St Andrew's Church 

Parsonage Street, 

Halstead CO9 2LD 

 Mondays 10—12
General Enquiries  01376 330694 

Email: info@braintreearea.foodbank.org.uk 

All dona�ons will be gratefully 

received. Also at: St Nicholas’s Church 

& Hedingham Bap�st Church
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Food Bank

Collec�on points at 
St Nicholas’s Church, 

Hedingham Bap�st Church 
& St Andrew’s Church, 

Halstead
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Advertising Rates

 
 

 

hedparmag@gmail.com
We are pleased that local tradesmen and service providers adver�se with 
us, and we hope you support them.  However, we do not check or endorse 
them in any way.

Please note that by submi�ng ar�cles & adver�sements containing 
personal informa�on subject to GDPR you are consen�ng to the use of 
this informa�on in the Hedinghams Magazine.  This consent may be 
withdrawn at any �me by contac�ng the editor at 

The magazine is an A5 size booklet delivered free of charge to over 2600 
households in Sible and Castle Hedingham.  There are 10 issues per year, with joint 

edi�ons for July/August and December/January.

The Hedinghams Parish Magazine

The adver�sing ‘year’ runs from April to March - below are the adver�sing costs 
for April 2025 - March 2026 (10 issues)

Castle: Sue Southgate 461638       
Sible: hedparmag@gmail.com

Magazine Deliveries
Thank-you to all those who 
kindly deliver this magazine 

around the two villages.  Your 
assistance is greatly 

appreciated.  If others would 
like to help, please contact: 

June    15th May

May  17th Apr

Jul/Aug  12th Jun

Mar  12th Feb

Dec/Jan 13th Nov

Feb  15th Jan

Nov  16th Oct

Oct  11th Sep

Sep  14th Aug

‘Copy by’ Dates 2025-26
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Parish Contacts
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