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Nettles and Snowdrops

At this time of year, the bottom of our garden is made up of a contrasting mixture of
both stinging nettles and snowdrops.

The nettles are hardy and persistent. Despite having been chopped down, dug up,
and generally battled for the last six years, they cling on to territory. They prompt me
to think of troubled situations in the world and closer to home, situations that can
seem ongoing and overwhelming.

Then, as the New Year rolls on, | see an increasing number of new green shoots from
bulbs, among and around the nettles. Once again, snowdrops are pushing their way
up through the soil bringing hope and beauty. Despite the way I've battered the soil
as I've fought the nettles, the snowdrops seem to keep on thriving. They too are
persistent. The snowdrops too are tough.

And as | look ahead into 2026, the snowdrops prompt me not to allow myself to feel
overwhelmed, either by world news, or by challenges closer to home. As the Bible
says, “For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future”.

God bless you

Rev Justin

DRIVERS NEEDED

Do you have a few hours to spare?
Do you have a willingness to help
and would like to put something

back into your community?

Thursday 26th
February.
We meet in The
Memorial Hall at 7.00
for food. 7.30 start.

Braintree Community Transport
are looking for volunteers either in
your own car or in one of our 12
seater minibuses, no commitment
- hours to suit yourself.

Rev. John and Ann Coles are coming
from London where they run a house
church.

They love to offer prayer for people
so please come if this would help.
Anyone who wants to learn more
about Jesus is welcomed.

The evening is free.

Out of pocket expenses are
reimbursed and pensions/benefits
are not affected.

To find out more please call
01376 557883 or email
community.transport@braintree.gov.uk

Ring 01787 60203 to find out more.
Hope to see you.
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This information will always be available on the
church website at
https://www.hedingham.info/

Church Services

(look at the tab ‘Services and Events’)
February
5t Nicholas's 5t Peter's,

Castle Hedingham Sible Hedingham
Sunday 11am Haly Communion 9.30am Family Worship
ist Feb
Monday 10.30am - 12 pm Coffee Morning
2nd Feb All welcome
Sunday Mo Service 9.30am Family Communicn
ath Feb
Monday 10.30am - 12 pm Coffee Morning
Sth Feb All welcome
Saturday 10am - 12pm Coffee Moming
14th Feb
Sunday 11am Haly Communion 9.30am Family Worship
15th Feb
Monday 10.30am - 12pm Coffee Morning
16thFeb Al welcome
Sunday Mo senvice 9.30am Family Communion
22nd Feb
Monday 10.30am - 12pm Coffee Morning
23rd Feb  |all welcome




DARKINS (1787462536

SUPPLY STORES darkins1967@gmail.com
A FAMILY RUN, INDEPENDENT HARDWARE
STORE IN SIBLE HEDINGHAM

' o | '1:.,'," ._
OPEN Mon Sat0800 1730hrs

Closed Sundays & Bank Holidays
122 SWAN STREET SIBLE HEDINGHAM

IF WE DON'T STOCK IT, WE CAN GET IT

Shnrt Stny ScIf Cat:né ﬁcmnumdaii-;m
Jean Cooper
01787 473 737
07754 692 778
Email: info@theretreatselfcatering.co.uk
R
Motts Garden, School Road, Little Maplestead, Halstead, Esse
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Luke 15:24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was [%
lost and is found. So they began to celebrate.

Advent, Christmas and Epiphany in the church’s calendar have
passed and we are looking forward to Valentine ’s Day and Shrove
Tuesday with Easter already on the Horizon. There are so many reminders
throughout the year that help us to reflect on our relationship with God and with
each other.

For more than ten years our church has run a Messy Church approximately every
two months but this year we are trialling Messy Church each month for three
months. What is Messy Church? What Happens at Messy Church? Should | go to
Messy Church? Perhaps these questions have run through your mind when you see
the posters around the village. Messy Church began in the UK as a fresh expression
of church by a team at a church near Portsmouth. It was launched to offer a more
informal all-ages way of exploring the Christian Faith that included creative
activities, worship and a shared meal. Each Messy Church has a Biblical theme or
story, often dictated by the season of the year. On January 31st we will be exploring
the story Jesus told about forgiveness in the Parable of the Prodigal Son, sometimes
just called, The Lost Son, which is found in Luke Chapter 15 verses 11-32. On
February 28th we will focus on The Parable of the Sower, a time to consider which
type of soil we might be and on March 28th we will remember the events of Palm
Sunday and Easter, the fulfilment of God’s plan to restore our relationship with Him.
We would love you to come and join us in this relaxed, informal way of ‘doing
church’. Carole

Activities

Everyone is welcome to our weekly Sunday Services at 10.30am.

In term time there is ‘Cygnets’ on Monday, 9,30-11.30am, for carers with children
under school age. £2 per family.

Food Bank is held every Tuesday from 2.00—4.00 pm

Hedingham Hotspot offers a safe space to chat, enjoy refreshments, lunch and use
of the Wi-Fi (if needed). Free to all! Thursdays 10.00—2.00 pm

Messy Church dates: Jan 31st, Feb 28th and March 28th 4-6pm ...free fun for the
family.

Greetings Card Workshops Feb 21st and April 18th 9.30-12.30 £12. All materials
supplied. Let me know if you would like to come.

Alpha is currently running on Tuesday mornings. contact@hedinghambaptist.org

www.hedinghambaptist.org www.facebook.com/hedinghambaptist
For all events see details on Facebook or Website
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The Catholic Parish of St Francis of Assisi Halstead
Father Felix Adiele The Presbytery, 90 Colchester Road,
Halstead CO9 2EW
Tel: 01787 472477
Email: halstead@brcdt.org

You are warmly welcomed to join us in our religious,

pastoral and social activities.
A Catholic Mass is celebrated at St Nicholas’ Church,

Castle Hedingham, every Sunday at 9.00am.

Details of the Mass times at St Francis of Assisi Parish Church
are published on our Facebook page and can also be found on
Enjoy Halstead and Streetlife Halstead pages.
halstead@dioceseofbrentwood.org or stewardofthegospel592@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/stfrancishalsteadparish )

Colne Valley Railway
Open Half Term

We are open for diesel train rides
on 15th, 18th and 21st February

Don’t forget the Residents Pass is
great value at £25.00 this allows
pass holder free entry and up to

3 guests at half-price

GARDEN MAINTENANCE (not valid for Santa)
[Lotal o the Hedimghams, Hatstead Eic |
MOWING  WEEDING Coffee Shop open
Tuesday-Thursday

STRIMMING  FENCE PAINTING

HEDGE CUTTING  LAWN CARE
ETC

09:30-15:30

For more info call in, contact
FROM £10 info@colnevalleyrailway.co.uk
or phone 01787 461174

CALL JAMES — OF814 954253




Household Recycling
(¥ My Recycling Calendar

FEBRUARY 2026
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Grey Bin We will only collect waste that is in the bin with the lid shut. We will not collect
additional bags on top or near the bin.

You should only put your bin out by 7am on the day of your collection.
Green Bin Garden waste collections are a subscription-based service. Go to:
https://www.braintree.gov.uk/bins-waste-recycling

CASTLE HEDINGHAM SUDBURY AREA
PAROCHIAL CHARITIES
CANCER SUPPORT

A Trust Fund exists in

Castle Hedingham for any resident
‘in need, distress or suffering hardship’ G RO U P
Hospital transport** can also be

arranged depending on need and

availabilit .
PRI Find events on Facebook

For more information please For more information ,

contact the secretary
Mrs Brenda Beadle 01787 460336 contact Ruth Wo rS|ey
** We would be pleased to hear from ruth-SACSG@outlook.com

anyone willing to join the rota of drivers
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D DEBNAM

APPROVED COAL MERCHANTS

O B

SMOKELESS COAL / ANTHRACITE GRAIN
TEL: 01440706131 Mob: 07830904493
Email: Ddebnam3@aol.com

PLEASE CONTACT FOR FURTHER INFO
OR TO PLACE AN ORDER

JKED BILLETS
FIREWOOD

High quality seasoned ash logs

sustainably sourced from local

ancient woodlands
-

Tel: 07944 978 967

Certificate: WS5936/00001
www.crookedbillets.co.uk

GLENDA WOOD
Ad Dip Psych C, Cert Hyp CS
Counsellor & Hypnotherapist

as we may fiope but, fawever long
the woad, thete is always a way afiead.

| am an experienced Counsellor that
offers support
in a confidential and safe environment.
Enhanced DBS and insured

Practices in Clare & Great Yeldham
Call 07421 710775

Email: info@glendawood.co.uk
www.glendawood.co.uk
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Limeridge Ltd

Fairding & Decongting
i INTERIQR & EXTEMOR

= FAMILY RN BUSIHESS WITH QVER 50 YEARE EXPERENICE
iz FREE M ChBLHSATHON QIMITATHIG

iz GRECIALISING IN PERICID PROPERTIES

= VICTORIAN & GECREIAN WINDCTW RERJRBIEHIMENT

4 WEID & RESIN REPAIR CARE SPECIALIST

# COMMERTIAL & DIESAESTIC WEPKS

= RESIDENTIAL MAINTENANCE

- CFRCE & RETAIL

# FRIEMPALY & RELLABLE

i@ A (E) g IBAH Ewo

boorts Cascse 7 787 TR 8. 20000 5 0535

www. limeridge.co.uk




U Women's Group

Hello and welcome to 2026. Our next meeting is on Wednesday 18th February at
2pm in the Memorial Hall, Castle Hedingham. We welcome our speaker, Linda Scoles,
an American who came to England in 1971 with her family and American Air Force
husband. They settled in the village of Gt Barton, Suffolk and, when he retired, they

decided to stay permanently.
Linda’s talk “I was born in them thar hills” tells us about her family’s farming

experience in the USA. Linda is a very entertaining speaker and tells her stories with
vibrancy and humour. This talk should not be missed.
We are a friendly group of ladies so why not come along and see for yourself, we will

always make you welcome. Contact Sylvia on 01787 469129 for any enquires about
the group.

COACH TRIPS
Call Ann on 07442 180237 or Hilda on 07513 886288 to enquire or to book.

Friday 13 February — RHS Garden Hyde Hall, Chelmsford - Highlights include the Dry
Garden and the Winter Garden is a showcase of the extraordinary colours, textures
and plants in winter. Listen to birdsong as you wander. Food and drink are available in
the Gardeners Rest Restaurant or the Clover Café. The cost for non-members is £40.
Provided we have 15 full paying guests in our party, RHS members and one guest have
free entry, then the cost is £28 for coach only. Please advise us if you are an RHS
member at the time of booking. Payment please by 30 January. Cheques payable to
CHWG

Wednesday 25 March — Marlow, Bucks, A day to do as you please in this town full of
traditional English charm and beautiful architecture, plus scenic riverside walks. A mix
of independent boutiques and High St names offer a choice, while many eateries
provide for all tastes. It is a short walk from the car park to the town centre. The cost
is £28.

Thursday 16 April — Oundle and Rushden Lakes. Oundle is a delightful town on the
River Nene in Northants. Thursday is market day. Rushden Lakes is a complex of local
stores and High St names set beside the Nene Wetlands Nature Reserve so it is your
choice to browse or stroll. The cost is £28.

Thursday 21 May - Holt and Stody Lodge Gardens.
Wednesday 24 June — Broadstairs.
Please contact Hilda or Ann as above for more information.
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H . . °
D Sible Hedingham Library
n o '. v Opening hours Monday 9am-1pm
Essex County Counc Thursday 2pm-7pm Saturday 9am-5pm
’ LY
What’s On ey Y
MONDAY - Baby and Toddler Rhymetime 9.30 — 10.00am ‘1, ™

Knit and Natter 10.00am — 12.00noon (bring your own knitting and have a chat)
Walking Group 10.00am — 12.00noon (Meet at the library for a 3-4 mile walk.
Wear appropriate attire, refreshments provided afterwards)

Arty Bookworms 10.30am - 11.15am

\LL
THURSDAY - Book Group Meetings 2.00 — 3.00pm Contact library for details &g\g
After School Craft Club 3.30 — 4.15pm

SATURDAY - Lego Coding 9.30 — 10.30am Please book via the Essex Library website
Baby and Toddler Rhymetime 10.00 — 10.30am

Crafts for Children 11.00am — 1.00pm

Lego Coding 2.00 -3.00pm Please book via the Essex library website

Puzzle Club (Adults) 2.00pm - 4.00pm

Lego Blockbuilders 2.30 — 3.30pm

Litter picking Equipment available

Hothwall a

Bnrpat&&urﬁthrmﬂng

Carpet Cleaning & BUY & SELL

Stone Floor, Upholstery, Rugs SERVICE & REPAIR
GARDEN MACHINERY

A few paints that make us stand out,

Rothwell's has been in business since 1993
We're an hanest local family firm,
Qur large truck mounted machines mean
more cleaning & drying power
for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and TACCA,
We will move the furniture.

100% satisfaction or |t's FREE,

Call Qliver and Max Campbell
far expert help today.

01223 832 928, 01638 428 060 .
www.Rothwells. biz WASH FARM, QUEEN ST, SIBLE HEDINGHAM C09 9RH

1




DR BARNARDO AND HIS HOMES FOR CHILDREN

An illustrated talk by John Marvelly

Friday 27 February 2025 at 7.30pm

at Hedingham Baptist Church, 177 Swan Street, Sible Hedingham,
CO9 3PX (next to The Sugar Loaves)

Members of Hedingham History Group FREE / non-members £5/
under-25s FREE
Tea | coffee & cake / biscuits £2 - ALL WELCOME

For further information, phone 01787 829317 or e-mail
jan.cole hedingham@gmail.com
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PAUL BRAZIER

KITCHENS, BATHROOMS AND
BEDROOMS LTD

*  Free deslgn and quotatlon serdce with
caomputer generated dravingz

®  Vinyl & laminate flocring supplied &
fittesd

*  Fullimstallation service

& 20wears local enpericnce

# Large rangc of floor ond wall tiles

SHOYYR.COMW

at 114 5wan Fireet
sible Hedingham
Tol: 01727 482054

hlab: 0?7917 341361
F: panl gl panthrarinrkitehe meoen. ik
v palbrailerktchens couk

Physietherapy

& Sports Injury Clinics

Back & Meck Pam

Sporty |rgures

Saiahca

Prolapsad s

‘Wihiplash

Tandons & Ligamerss

Jaint Probems

Sprains & Strairs

Dhzzinaes & Haadaches

Sports Irunies

Post Oparalive
Compla Tharapéas

Sports Massage - Acupuncin

Pilatas - Yoga « Aeflaxciogy

Chinopody & More

HAVERHILL
i ] Cl i Hhcan
rini gl
Fasmerid oo AlE

HALSTEAD
ik et
¥ Ma il HlL
Peyedear COR 2
01767 4THTES

0c
”

wyrellansphyskoltd.co.uk

P

Ardmore

VETERINARY GROUP
Providing high standards
of treatment and care
for all your pets

Open Monday — Friday
9am —6.30pm
1 Bridge Street, Great Yeldham
01787 238255
Emergency Out of Hours

01787 372588
07836 723934

SIMM®NS

ELECTRICAL

lan Simmons

Local Domestic Electrician

Fully qualified electrician based in Hellions
Bumpstead, serving the local area, Cambridgeshire,
Suffolk & Essex

* 24 Hr Emergency Callout
e Fault finding < Part/Full Rewires
* Maintenance, testing and inspection
* Indoor & outdoor installations -
Lights, sockets, switches
* Fuse board replacement
All aspects of electrical work carried out,
installation, repair and maintenance. All work is
insured and guaranteed

0] ) Linkead
Mobile : 07910 708728
E-mail : ian.electricall@gmail.com
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First Hedingham Guides

BFIRST HEDINGHAM GUIDES
SPRING SALE + COFFEE MORNING

WEDNESDAY 18 FEBRUARY 2026

10.00 AM - 12.00 NOON

WOODING LODGE

SHEEPCOT ROAD
CASTLE HEDINGHAM

ADMISSION BY DONATION

* RAFFLE * TOYS * CAKES + SWEETS * BOOKS * GAMES *

* BRING + BUY * LUCKY DIP * QUIZZES * BRIC-A-BRAC *

* REFRESHMENTS * PLUS MUCH MORE *

WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

14



arish Council ivieeting viinutes

Minutes of Sible Hedingham Parish Council Annual Parish Council
Meeting Held in the Village Hall on Monday 12th January 2026

at 7pm.

Present —ClIrs Adam, Beavis (Chair), Calver, Fennelly, Heywood, Lee,
Moore, Ranson, Taylor & Young; C/Cllr Schwier

Mrs L Slade — Clerk & 6 Members of the Public

Apologies were received from ClIr Luxon and accepted.
Public Comment

A resident thanked the Parish Council for the installation of the double yellow lines
on behalf of the residents of St Peter’s View. ClIr Beavis also thanked ClIr Ranson,
who was instrumental in the installation of the lines.

The Riverside Walk path from Alderford Mill to Station Road is used by horse riders;
a resident asked for another ‘No Horses’ sign at Station Road — there are signs at
either end of this path.

There are many dropped drains and pot holes from Swan Street to Braintree
Corner, any repairs carried out in the village are improper repairs and public money
is being wasted.

The pavement from Braintree Corner towards Gosfield has not been maintained for
many years, it has been mentioned several times by residents and has recently
been reported again.

Casual Vacancy Co-option — George Tufnell rejoined as a Councillor and was appointed
to the Planning and Highways Committee, the Finance Committee and the Events and
Environment Committee.

Annual Parish Meeting for Monday 27 April 2026 - this was agreed

Reports:

Chairman’s Report

Clir Beavis began by wishing everyone a Happy New Year.

Vice Chair Cllr Ranson was thanked for being so supportive: the Clerk and Relief
Clerk were thanked for their work, all Councillors and Committees were also
thanked for all their hard work during 2025.

The Christmas Tree Event was very successful; possibly the most well attended in
recent years.

Plans are underway for a Summer Fair on 11 July 2026.

The Clerk and ClIr Beavis had a meeting with our contractor, who will water the
planters and support with maintenance and movement of them. The new ‘Seasons
of Sible” working party will plant up the planters.

Cllr Heywood was thanked for all the work carried out by the Footpath Advisory
Committee on the footpaths.

Clir Beavis also thanked Clir Calver and Clir Adam (Chair and Vice Chair of the
Finance Committee) for their work on the budget; new systems are now in place.

J
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“arish Gouncil ivieeting iviinutes

-
e This is the last year in this term for our current Parish Councillors, there will be

elections for Parish Councils and the new unitary authorities in May 2027.
County Councillor’s Report - Clir Schwier’s reports are at: https://siblehedingham-
pc.gov.uk/category/news/

District Councillors Report

e Work has been done on the Potential Open Space Improvements Plan.

* There has been a lot of litter and fly tipping on the Riverside Walk; ClIr Beavis has
spoken to Braintree District Council, a representative is coming out to look and fly
tipping will be removed. BDC will also consider the installation of new litter and
dog waste bins along the Riverside Walk.

* There is a meeting concerning the proposed art work for the Riverside Walk on 28
January 2026.

* The building of the Medical Centre should begin in the Spring; the preliminary
work is completed.

* There is a future meeting concerning the S106 money due and the transfer of
ownership from Braintree District Council and Bloor Homes.

» The graffiti around the village is a big issue. Clir Ranson has worked hard to
remove some; however the cleaners we have only remove it from certain
surfaces. Braintree District Council have removed some of it also. A resident from
Gosfield removed the graffiti from the bus shelter opposite the library; however it
has returned. The Community Safety Team and Police are looking at any evidence
found. Action: Clir Tufnell to try a remover on the village signs that is plastic safe.

* The Tanners Dairy site was approved at the BDC Planning meeting. There will be
S$106 money to come for education, landscaping of the site and a pathway from
the site down to the church. The crumbled path leading up to the church will also
be repaired. Clir Ranson raised a concern of the possibility of the byway — Oxford
Lane — being downgraded to a footpath. Action: Clir Beavis to check this.

* Cllr Ranson informed a den in the undergrowth of Station Road is being used by
Hedingham School children during school time; litter and vape residue is being
left. Cllr Ranson has made contact with Hedingham School on many occasions;
sadly this has not been addressed. Action: ClIr Lee, as a Governor of Hedingham
School will speak to the Head Teacher. Clir Beavis will also submit a request to BDC
Street Scene for help with this issue.

Wethersfield Communication and Engagement Report - There is a meeting at the

Wethersfield Asylum Centre on 19 January 2026 at 2:00pm. All 20 allocated spaces

have been taken. There will be representatives of the Home office to answer

questions.

Finance

Budget & Precept for April 2026 — March 2027 — see separate article on Page 18

Unity Trust Bank - Clir Lee and Cllr Heywood will continue as signatories to the

account along with ClIr Calver, Cllr Ranson and ClIr Young, all other Councillors will

provide the Clerk with details to enable them access to view the accounts.

16



“arish Gouncil ivieeting iviinutes

Annual Tree Inspection for Parish Council owned trees — quotation for the work

identified was agreed.

Purchase of two salt bins for the PC owned Car Park and the PC Office - agreed.

Reports from Committees if applicable:

Finance Committee — Meetings held on Wednesday 3 December and Thursday 18

December 2025

Recommendation to appoint a solicitor to assist with the Recreation Ground

Charitable Trust - agreed

Recommendation to appoint Clir Fennelly to verify bank reconciliations for all

accounts produced by the RFO - agreed

Consideration of the Potential Open Space Improvements (POSI) Plan — Clir Beavis

Cllr Beavis and ClIr Taylor have looked at the POSI Plan in detail and have

recommended the continuation of what is already on the plan, with other possible

additions. All ideas must be on the plan to enable the possibility of such

improvements. Action: Clerk to inform BDC of the additions to the plan by 31/1/26.

To consider and support the Love Your Bus Grant Application by Great Yeldham

Parish Council

It was resolved to support the bid in principle.

Update for future consideration of the car park layout - Clir Beavis will be looking at

guotations from architects concerning a possible layout plan for the car park — for

review at February meeting.

Update on the Alderford Water Mill toilets and running water - Further discussion

will be had concerning the possibility of forming a working group to investigate

acquiring a grant to update the mill. Action: Clerk to contact the manager of Essex

County Council to ensure any improvements can be made before any other action is

taken.

Local Highways Issues -

To consider the request for parking restrictions - There have been parking issues

reported at the junction of Cambridge Avenue and the junction of Alexandra Road as

well as the junction of Cousins Yard. Each individual case should be looked at

separately at the Parish Council meetings. This is for noting only at this current time

and will be added to the Highways section of the Clerks Report to enable it to be kept

current for further discussion.

Clerk’s Report - Previously circulated was taken as read.

Clerk also informed:

* The Braintree District Council Street Cleaning Service Agreement will continue this
year.

Planning Applications - Please see the Planning and Highways Committee Meeting

minutes for full details.

Meeting Closed: 9.17pm

Next Meeting - 2nd February 2026, Hedingham Baptist Church

L These are abridged minutes - for the full text please visit the Parish Council website.

J
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Sible Hedingham Parish Council Budget

ING SsH COUNC
Budget for April 2026 — M 2027

The budget proposal for this year is £153 782,69 minus receipts of £15,668 10 which leaves a
budget of £138 114.58

This budget propesal s bullding on positive changes that have been made by the Parish Council
over the last couple of years, These include an Annual Tree Inspection and subsequent tres
surgery on all Parish Counal owned trees to ensure the healthiness of the trees and safety to all
residants, the refurbishment of the MUGA and subsequent yearly maintenance costs to ensure it
remains in good condtion, an extension of our Garden of Remembrance, large encugh to plan for
many years ahead, ensuring peace of mind to focal residents, maintenance of the playground.
equipment on the Recreation Ground and also budget requests from the Events and Environment
Committee, and Footpath Advisory Commities, to ensure the maintenance of our foolpaths and
enviranment and planned village events, bullding on the success of VE Day BD last year, This
budget proposal will ensure the continuation of all services we dellver, while also impraving the
facilities and environment of the village.

Erecept for April 2026 — March 2027

Owr precept amount |ast year was £107 948,00, however to cover this year's proposed budget of
£138,114,59 the Finance Committes discussed using addiional money from reserves to avold
increasing the precept by more than 10%. If we increase the precept by. 7. 8%, which seems more
reasonable in the current economic dimate, this will give us a precept of £116,045.00, which
lesves a shorfall of approximately £22,000.00 to be taken from the General Reserves. Cur
General Resane account will be left with approximately £83, 504 00, which will be just over 7
months of the £138,114.58 budget amount.

So what does this mean for a Band D )
Your local Parish Council tax for 2026/27 will be £69.21 per property.
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“arish Gouncil ivieeting iviinutes

-
ABRIDGED MINUTES OF A MEETING OF CASTLE HEDINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL,

HELD ON MONDAY 12th JANUARY 2026, 6.30PM
AT CASTLE HEDINGHAM CLUB

Present: Clirs Allen, Doe, Foulkes, Hemes, Jones, Mowle, Smith, Southgate

In the Chair: Clir Southgate Clerk: Claire Waters
Also present: None
PROGRESS CHECK

Village maintenance issues and update on actions from last meeting

Public Toilets: The Chairman began by thanking Danielle Judd for her two years’
service caring for the Public Toilets. She will be missed and is wished every success in
her chosen career. The St Nicholas Church key holder volunteers have offered to assist
the Parish Council with opening and closing the public toilets for the time being and
their help is greatly appreciated. See item 10

Village Christmas Tree: The Chairman thanked Hulls Mill Farm for their donation of
the beautiful tree, and The Good Place for hosting it and supplying power for the
lights. The tree lighting event was a happy and successful community evening and the
tree has received many compliments.

Defibrillators update: Following a resident query, the clerk confirmed that the
defibrillator at the Memories site is out of action and in the safekeeping of the clerk.
It will be returned when the building work is completed. Two other defibrillators in
the village are active and registered with the Circuit for emergency access — one in
the telephone kiosk at St James Street and one at the barn at Rushley Green Farm.
Village Park play equipment: Playdale Ltd had installed the new play equipment on
Monday 12th January. These are two “loudspeakers” enabling children to
communicate with each other over a distance and will be paid for by the remaining
$106 funding held by Braintree District Council for open spaces use.

HIGHWAYS & PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY
Urgent Winter Repairs: ClIr Peter Schwier has additional funding until March 2026 to
request urgent winter repairs under the Members’ Highways Initiative (MHI). All
requested Highway repairs will need to be reported in the first instance on the Essex
Highways reporting tool at https://www.essexhighways.org/tell-us but can then be
reported via the Parish Council to Clir Schwier to be added to his MHI priority
requests.
Winter Gritting: ClIr Allen had raised a resident query about gritting the Kirby Hall
Road footpath to the primary school. This has been discussed with De Vere Primary
and a query raised with ClIr Schwier about adding that short section of road to the
ECC gritters route. Additional grit bins around the village for public access are also a
|_possible option.
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N
The Parish Council is a member of the ECC Salt Bag Partnership Scheme so winter grit

is provided free of charge, but staff time and resources in adding areas to the current
gritting schedule in the village centre need to be carefully considered.

Nunnery Street road closure: Clir Smith reported that the road had been closed due
to repair of the post and rail fence by the bridge. The clerk confirmed that the usual
advance notification of road closure from Essex Highways had not been received and
will raise a query with Cllr Schwier about this.

REPORTS

Police/Neighbourhood Watch. https://castlehedingham-pc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-
watch-police /

Neighbourhood Watch Members Guide: This is a new publication and can be
accessed via our website https://castlehedingham-pc.gov.uk/category/news/ Printed
copies of the guide should be available from Castle Hedingham Village Shop by the
end of January. “No Cold Caller” stickers have also been requested.

Essex CC report — ClIr Schwier’s updates are at https://castlehedingham-
pc.gov.uk/category/news/

Braintree DC reports — ClIrs Beavis & Taylor apologised for absence due to a BDC
meeting. A site visit to Wethersfield Asylum Centre on Monday 19th January will be
attended by ClIr Southgate and Clir Doe.

FINANCE

Budget 2026 - 2027 RESOLVED: The Parish Council budget for the next financial year
was approved. Clir Doe requested that thanks to the clerk were minuted for a
thorough and detailed draft budget which assists greatly in the accuracy of the
financial forecasts and management of funds.

Precept 2026 - 2027 RESOLVED: A precept claim of £42,661 for the next financial year
will be requested from Braintree District Council. This represents a Band D parish rate
of £86.32 per year, a 5% increase over 2025-2026. This is an increase of 8p per week,
or £4.11 per year.

Parish Council Reserves: RESOLVED: To leave levels of reserves as they are for the
time being and review the general reserve and earmarked reserves after the financial
year end in March 2026.

Npower invoices: The clerk updated Councillors on the ongoing dispute with Npower,
who have been charging invoices to the Parish Council for the disconnected New Park
Street Lights since the national change to half-hourly settlement in 2025. Invoices
received since September 2025 dating back to April 2025 have been queried but
continue to be issued, now amounting to £591.11 up to the end of December 2025.
UK Power Networks are in support of the Parish Council’s position. A final reply from
Npower is awaited before escalating the issue to the Energy Ombudsman.
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PUBLIC TOILETS

Four quotes had been received for installation of timed access locks on 3 public toilet
doors. This would change the public toilets operative role as it would eliminate the
need to lock and unlock every day. Two quotes were eliminated as not meeting
requirements or being too expensive due to the need to install new doors. The
remaining two suppliers will be asked to carry out a site visit to fine tune their
proposals before a final decision is made.

ASSERTION 10: DIGITAL AND DATA COMPLIANCE

The clerk had shared with Councillors an Assertion 10 progress report with completed
and future action points. An updated data mapping process is underway using the ICO
template. This will be completed during January and followed by adoption of a new
Data Protection Policy by March 2026. All Councillors were asked to familiarise
themselves with the IT Policy adopted in July 2025 in preparation for an update in May
2026.

POTENTIAL OPEN SPACES IMPROVEMENT(POSI) PLAN AND S106 FUNDING

Following a working group meeting with Clir Southgate and CliIr Foulkes at the
beginning of December, Clir Mowle had prepared a list of suggested amendments and
additions to the POSI plan including desired developer contributions in the event of
speculative planning applications. Action: The clerk will prepare the update for
approval before the submission date at the end of January.

ESSEX LOVE YOUR BUS FUNDING APPLICATION

A Love Your Bus grant application is to be submitted by Transport Made Simple and
Great Yeldham Parish Council, with a deadline of 31st January. A letter of support in
principle was approved, but the details of the application arrived too late to be
considered in detail. Action: The clerk will forward the proposals to Councillors and use
their feedback to prepare a response with support and any additional suggestions. The
Parish Council aim is to improve the availability and awareness of bus services in Castle
Hedingham.

NEXT MEETING

Monday 9th Feb 6.30pm Ordinary Parish Council ~ Castle Hedingham Club

The meeting closed at 7.45pm

Full minutes of meetings including planning applications and financial information are
published www.castlehedingham-pc.gov.uk
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Daniel Robinson & Sons

Yirrr Lvenl

Independent Family Funeral Directors
Friendly, supportive & professional service al your time of need

Prepaid funeral planning or
free recording of your Funeral Wishes d
Chauffeur driven funeral fleet e “

Excellent local facilities in the heart of Halstead & Braintres =

Cabrrmpben Fy dom il sl ai

31 High Street Halstead
Q1787 475533

7 Manor Street Braintree
01376 m:iz

www.drobinson.co.uk
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Plumbing Heating & Electrics

= All Combi Boilers fitted with a 7-10 yr warranty
« Boiars serviced & repaired (Gas_ Osl, LPG)
+ Bathrooms, Showers, Landlord's
Certificates, Powerflushing

+ Al general plumbing work undertaken

Crafty Nannas
Meeting once a month on 2nd Tuesday Braintroe
Area
foodbank
The Castle Club, Church Lane, Castle 00
Hedingham with refreshments.
T Club Halstead Foodbank
Meeting on the last Wednesday each St Andrew’s Church
month at The Memorlal Hall, Church Parsonage Street,
Lane, Castle Hedingham 2pm —4pm. A
club where older people can enjoy a Halstead CO9 2LD
chat. Refreshments & raffle. Admission Mondays 10—12
£2.50p. ..
P General Enquiries
Should you wish to know further details 01376 330694
about any of these activities, please Email: info@braintreearea.foodbank.org.uk
contact: All donations will be gratefully received
Jayne Laken on 07458 300 903 Also at: St Nicholas’s Church
We look forward to seeing you & Hedingham Baptist Church
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Michael J Walsh Funaral Directors is a local
family run business that have been providing
a prodessional and caring service to the Great
Dunmow area for over 100 years.

Aswall as providing traditional burial and
cremation packages, im June 2022 we
completed the building of Dunmosw
Crematorhum, which wwe run alongside our
established Funeral services.

kichaesl J Walsh, with our dignified and
caring approach, offers the expeartise and
EXPEFIEnoE NECHEEATY 10 SNSUre You glve Your
Ioved one the perfect send ofi.

No Hearse Full Service

£2,870*

FUMERAL INCLUDES:

@ Our professional sarvices

@ A standard cak veneesred coffin

@ Transport of deceased 1o Crematorium

® Full service at Dunmiow Crematarium with
2 hours between services

@ Officiant fees

® 50 copies of the order of Service

@ A single image on scroens and music
throughout the service

# 25 photo rmuske tribute

® Collection of cramated remains

*We know seeing a hearse at a funeral can be

upsetting, therefore with this service the coffin

will be placed In the crematorium before the

congregation arrives. A full service wiil then take

place with no hearse or bearers required.

L& )

DUNMOW

CREMATORIUM
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Direct Cremation
(non attended)

£ 1,125

FUNERAL INCLUDES:

Our professional services

Astandard oak vensered coffin
Transport of deceased to Crematorium
Attendance of funeral director
Cremation fees for an unsttended
creamation at Dunmow Crematorium
Crematoriurr Tess

Collection of cremated remains

Funeral Cost Estimator

We all know a passing |z difficult, that is why
at Michael 1 Walsh Funeral Directors and
Dunmow Crematariumwea like to be as
transparent as possible, by giving yvou the
reassurance that the funeral cost will be kept
to s minimum, with no unexpected surprises
when it comes to receiving the bill. Which s
why we have included a cost estimator on
our website, You can find this under the
funeral tab on walshfunerals.com

Please see our website walshfunerals.com
for more detalls or phone Uz on 0137
856274 o amall info@walshfunerals.com



SIBLE HEDINGHAM VILLAGE HALL CASTLE

Registered Charity No. 301397 HEDINGHAM
AFTERNOONTEA | | B0
DANCES AT THE WE § e 3 -_..-.!,-uj |. social club

VILLAGE HALL il i

50/50 baIIro::;, ul:::zeand modern {j@ aéé.? .
1st Feb & 1st Mar wa

#-30pm = 5pm Jicoopmen

£5 includes homemade piits and sof

cakes-tea/coffee
Church Lane, Castle Hedingham
For further information call Tony Phone: 01787 460819
07790516580 ntastleheﬁingharn club

ﬁ COUNTRYSIDE DRIVEWAYS
1 YOUR LOCAL DRIVEWAY COMPANY @

#wo HOT TAR CHIP SALE 2

£ 0 CAN BE APPLIED TO OLD TARMAC SURFACES SURVEY

oersqmr  HARDCORE, ROAD PLANNINGS, CONCRETE, GRAVEL

BY FAR THE MOST HARDWEARING & COST EFFECTIVE SURFACE
WE ALSO DO BLOCK PAVING & TARMAC DRIVEWAYS

01787 860045 0x 07393 989560 esrimares




U Garaening Club

Hello everyone - we hope you all enjoyed your Christmas Lunch
at the King’s Head, Pebmarsh. At the moment we are not
experiencing good gardening weather but at least Spring should

soon be on its way.

We will be resuming our afternoon meetings on March 12th with a talk entitled
“Gardening for Wildlife” to be given by Chris Gibson who is a very enthusiastic
and knowledgeable speaker so it’s sure to be very enjoyable and we will be able

to have a good catch-up during our tea break.

Our meetings are held on the second Thursday of the month 2 pm at the
Memorial Hall, Castle Hedingham. If you are not a member but would like to
come along as a visitor you will be so welcome we are a very friendly group of

people and are always pleased to see a new face.

Bye for now,
Christine, Jean, Maureen, Suzanne, Michael and Brenda.

Chairman Christine Lucock 01206 210872.
Secretary Jean Collings 01787 461663.
Treasurer Maureen Lofting 01787 463343.

Putting people in contact with organisations that provide
services they need.. This service can help you with local
social group; learning; entitlement benefits; fire and home | st idspudant biv
safety checks; health & fitness; transport; carer’s support

and care services; volunteering and much more...

All Community Agent referrals and enquiries should go to Essex Wellbeing
Service.

Tel: 0300 303 9988

Email:provide.essexwellbeing@nhs.net

www.essexwellbeingservice.co.uk

Essex Wellbeing Service Opening Hours: Monday to Friday 8.00am - 7.00pm
Saturday 10.00am to 2.00pm

All enquiries, will be responded to during the opening hours above
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Tutton Timber

L=
Fence panels
Oak beams

(24 Treated timber

Sleepers

Garden shedr _
Local delivery

uttontimber@gmailcom

Castle Hedingham Village

Shop
Open Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm.
Saturday 8am - 4pm.
Sunday 8am - noon.
Telephone: 01787 462104

Castle Hedingham Post

Office
Open Monday - Friday
9am - 1pm

Telephone: 01787 463943
Our purpose is to provide a good
service and help build friendship and
a stronger community.
We wish you a warm welcome.

G&W

FENCING

All types of domestic
fencing provided

We are a friendly local company
with over 10 years' experience and
fully insured.

Covering areas around the Essex
and Suffolk border.

Please contact us for a free quote
and no obligation advice.

Contact Paul: 07967 962374
or 01787 228740

www.gandwfencing.co.uk
gandwfencing@gmail.com
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Extensions & Alterations
Plumbing and Electrical Work
All Painting and Decorating Covered
Driveways and Concrete Bases
Undertaken
Roofing and General House
Maintenance Work




s

Thursday 5th February 2026
LIFE IN THE UNDERGROWTH

Multi award-winning photographer and
wildlife enthusiast, Roger Hance, makes a
welcome return with his photographic
guide to the natural world in miniature.
Members free, guests £5

7.30 pm CASTLE HEDINGHAM
MEMORIAL HALL CO9 3DA

Thursday 5th March 2026
SMALL WAYS TO WILD THE WORLD

In this talk, James Canton describes how
he transformed the green space behind
his new countryside dwelling into a
wildlife haven, buzzing with life.
Members free, guests £5

7.30 pm CASTLE HEDINGHAM
MEMORIAL HALL CO9 3DA

Rob: 01787460664 Trudi: 07768787777 Mark: 07906472636
www.hedinghamheritage.org.uk
hedinghamheritage@gmail.com
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HEDINGHAM MEDICAL CENTRE

Dr Caroline Davies Dr Steven Gresham Dr Jessica Gell
Dr Qlivia Benson Dr Nancy Mangemba Dr Shanta Paul

10 Faleon Square, 77 Swan Street,
Castle Hedingham, CO9 3BY Sible Hedingham, CO9 3HT

Tel 01787 461 465 (Mon-Fri 8.00am-6.30pm) |

Dispensary Hours . A&E and 993 services
Castle Monday to Friday are for emergency
8.30am-1.00pm  2.00-5.30pm situations only
Sible Monday to Friday
8.30am - 1.00pm  2.00-5.00pm
www.hedmed.co.uk
Trnriien Ams
(5} Foodbank
e ——" :
i Our current shopping list 2025
o —r
Food Items
P LA N N I N G 2iscui|ts gpongs Puddings # -_—
C:roeczlate T?::esd Custard U i
Coffee & Tea Bags Tinned Fish
A PA RTY 0 R Cup-A-Soup T!nned Fruit
Instant Mashed Potato T!nned Ham - .
Long-Lfe Milk Timed o [JEERER TS
T ? Pasta Tinned Tomatoes | St Nicholas’s Church,
° Riee sachets Tinned Tuna Hedingham Baptist
(Microwavable) Church &
Non Food Items St Andrew’s Church,
Men's & Women’s Deodorant Halstead

Shampoo & Shower Gel
Toothbrushes

g kT4 T Py W g 2 e i e 2 b e g 4 PRl o
LN LD STy P AL el EEE 40N (A Py | BRI O W BT LR I
A A

CASTLE HEDINGH
MEMORIAL HA

‘A o iy iy Food Starsiacts Agerey. Wi smnony st
ormiare: o U] i S ] groon o o s it s S
A0 s P e A [T L

e by el e e ol Py ba Al

Book by calling Ann _":u'umm“ e — e m
on 07736 239599 o
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Advertising Rate:

The Hedinghams Parish Magazine
The magazine is an A5 size booklet delivered free of charge to over 2600
households in Sible and Castle Hedingham. There are 10 issues per year, with joint
editions for July/August and December/January.
The advertising ‘year’ runs from April to March - below are the advertising costs
for April 2026 - March 2027 (10 issues)

Size of Advert | Annual Rate (10 issues) Single Issue Rate
¥ page £175 £20
¥ page £350 EA2
Full Page £680 £78
Advertorials N/A 400 words & images £125
‘Copy by’ Dates 2026-27
Mar 12th Feb
Magazine Deliveries Apr 12th Mar
Thank-you to all those who May 16th Apr
kindly deliver this magazine
) June 14th May
around the two villages. Your
assistance is greatly JUI/AUg 11th Jun
appreciated. If others would Sep 13th Aug
like to help, please contact: Oct 10th Sep
Castle: Sue Southgate 461638 Nov 15th Oct
Sible: hedparmag@gmail.com Dec/Jan 12th Nov
Feb 14th Jan
Mar 11th Feb

Please note that by submitting articles & advertisements containing
personal information subject to GDPR you are consenting to the use of
this information in the Hedinghams Magazine. This consent may be
withdrawn at any time by contacting the editor at

hedparmag@gmail.com

We are pleased that local tradesmen and service providers advertise with
us, and we hope you support them. However, we do not check or endorse
them in any way.




~arish contacts

1st Hedingham Guides
Alderford Water Mill

Beavers, Cub Scouts & Scouts
Bellringers St Nicholas’s
Bellringers St Peter’s

Book Group

Cancer Support Group (Sudbury)
C/Hed Bowls Club

C/Hed Club

C/Hed Friday Art Group

C/Hed Cricket Club

C/Hed Gardening Club

C/Hed Memorial Hall Bookings
C/Hed Parish Council: Clerk

07845 056597
C/Hed Parish Council: Chair Garry Southgate 01787 461638
C/Hed Parochial Charities Brenda Beadle 01787 460336
C/Hed Tennis Club Sam Stent 01787 463657
C/Hed Women's Group Sylvia Anderson 01787 469129
Castle Players Alan Rees 07964 024082
Essex Wellbeing Service 0300 303 9988
Explorer Scouts Adam Hearn 07447 443390
Friends of St Nicholas’ Church Garry Southgate 01787 461638
Hedingham Baptist Church Gary Wilson 07761 885418
Hedingham History Group Jan Cole 01787 829317
Hedingham Medical Centre 01787 461465
Hedingham Singers Bob Lilley 07790 573435
Hedingham United Football Club Steve Parsons 07488 362530
Hedinghams District Councillors Jo Beavis 07771984365
Wendy Taylor 07950 708780
Heritage Society Rob Worley 01787 460664
Library 169 Swan Street 0345603 7628
Molly’s Wood Jane Postma 07759 944215
S/Hed Parish Council: Clerk Lesley Slade 01787 462568
S/Hed Parish Council: Chair Jo Beavis 07771984365
S/Hed Village Hall Bookings Fiona Earey 07739 582028
St Nicholas’s Churchwarden Sue Southgate 01787 461638
St Peter’s Churchwarden Tracy Goodchild 07530 244799
TClub )
Crafty Nannas ) Jayne Laken 07458 300903
W,

Kathie Hoye
Owen Hawkes
Stuart Carter
David Newton
Janice Watkins
Alison Cantor
Ruth Worsley
Tony Hayward

hedingham.guides@btinternet.com

07939 372987
01449 259046
07919 043544
01787 460900
01787 462537

ruth-SACSG@outlook.com
xel54tony@gmail.com

Will Innes-Taylor chairman@castlesocialclub.co.uk

Dawn Howard
Terry Jackson
Maureen Lofting
Ann Edney
Claire Waters

07868 520617
07870 566865
01787 463343
07736 239599

clerk@castlehedingham-pc.gov.uk

31




O MAKE 4 BOOKING

T2 01787 460999

£ inpsifaievaraltravel com
W woew cdaverafraved conr

S

DE VerE Traver GroupP

transport and trips

ALL PRICES INCL LIE
LLUXLATF RN COAGH
TRAVEL FROM

Gt Falaham
Tha Hedinghan’s

Halztead, Brainiree
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YOUR LOCAL COMPANY SERVING THE COMMUNITY

Sunday 22™ February ‘26
Scuithand - NATINEE PERFONMANCE

“THE GLENN MILLER ORCHESTRA"

£65.00

Wednesaday 11" March '26
Landan - MATINEE PERFORMANCE

“OLIVER!I"”

£109.00

Friday 20 March “26
Southand - EVENING PERFORMALCE

SLEGALLY BLONDE"

£89.00

Thursday 26" March '26
Lomtion — MATIMEE PERFORMANCE

“LES MISERABLES"

Wednesday 8" April "26
London - MATINES PERFORMANCE

“I'M SORRY PRIME MINISTER"

£89.00

Friday 17" April 26
Lonion - EVENSNG PERFORMANCE

“MOULIN ROUGE"

£109.00

Sunday 19" April ‘26

Lossion — AFTERHDOON PERFORMAMCE

“STARLIGHT EXPRESS"

£89.00

Saturday 25 Apil ‘26
Sowthanid = EVENING PERFCEMARTE

“LOST IN Music®

£69.00

Wednesday 6" May "26
Landon — MATHEE PERFORMANCE

S“CABARET"

£99.00

Waodnesday 137 May ‘26
Bouthand - EVENING PERFORMANCE

“JOHN BARROWMAN"

£79.00

Thursday 14" May "2
Sauthand - [VEN®G PERFORMANCE

“COPACABANA MAGIC"

£59.00

Saturday 6" June '28
Lendon - EVENING PERFORMANCE

H“BBA “u ?AGE” DANCEFLOONR TICKET

£119.00

Friday 12" June ‘26
Genrthend — FVEMMNG PERFORMANCE

“G4: PHANTOMS OF THE POPERA"

£69.00

Friday 18" June ‘26
Saostithd = EVERING PERFORMANCE

“PHANTOM OF THE OPERA"

£89.00

Thursday 25" June ‘26
featithwend — EVENRING PEAFORMANCE

“AND FINALLY..PHIL COLLINS

Sunday 28" June "26
Lomnsdan = MATINEE FERFORMANCE

"WICKED"

£109.00

Friday 3" July ‘26
Souibwnd — EVENING PERFCOMANCE

JI.'BAH Hu M'I‘I

£95.00

Thursday 16" July "26
Landon = EVEING FERFORAMANCE

“WITNESS FOR THE PROSECUTION”

£89.00

Thursday 23™ July "28
Searthand - EVENING PRAFORMANGE

“COUNTRY BY CANDLELIGHT"

£75.00

Saturday 1% August “26
Howrihand = MATINEE PERFORMANCE

U“HIGH SOCIETY"

£99.00

Thursday 13" August “26
Socthunid — EVENING PERFORMANCE

“LORD OF THE DANCE"

£99.00
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