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Church Services

(look at the tab ‘Services and Events’)

This informa�on will always be available on the 
church website at 

h�ps://www.hedingham.info/ 

June

YOUTH GROUP 

For young people  10 - 17 Come and join 
us and learn about the Chris�an faith! 

2nd MARCH 6 - 7.30PM

WORKING GROUP 

Come and give a hand in the church or churchyard.
1st MARCH 10am - 12pm

ST PETER’S CHURCH
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Thoughts from the Rector

The elec�on of a new Pope in recent weeks reminded me of reading the 
autobiography of Pope Francis, ‘Hope’, earlier this year.

As in that story, it seemed to me that throughout his book, and through his life, Pope 
Francis was poin�ng towards welcome, generosity to others, and a care for those in 
need. As the new Pope se�les into his new role, Pope Francis offers both him and the 
rest of us an example to follow.

Inspired by Pope Francis

One of the experiences that Pope Francis wrote about was of a cardinal in America 
who was approached by two young priests who were asking permission to lead 
services in La�n rather than English. The cardinal asked whether they knew La�n and 
the priests replied that they didn’t but they were prepared to learn. The cardinal then 
talked about where they were working and reminded them of the number of 
Vietnamese migrants in the area. He challenged them to learn Vietnamese in order to 
welcome the migrants. He also reminded them of the large Hispanic popula�on, all of 
whom spoke Spanish at home. He encouraged the priests to learn Spanish next, and 
invited them to come back to him having done that, and then, to talk about La�n.

God bless you 
Jus�n

WORKING GROUP 
1st MARCH 10am - 12pm
Come and give a hand in the church or churchyard.

YOUTH GROUP 
2nd MARCH 6 - 7.30PM
For young people  10 - 17 Come and join 
us and learn about the Chris�an faith! 

Come and give a hand in the church or churchyard.
1st MARCH 10am - 12pm

WORKING GROUP 

ST PETER’S CHURCH

 

122 SWAN STREET SIBLE HEDINGHAM

01787 462536
darkins1967@gmail.com

IF WE DON'T STOCK IT, WE CAN GET IT

A FAMILY RUN, INDEPENDENT HARDWARE 
STORE IN SIBLE HEDINGHAM

OPEN Mon - Sat 0800 - 1730hrs
Closed Sundays & Bank Holidays
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ST PETER’S 
CHURCH

COFFEE MORNING
Saturday 22nd March

10am - 12pm
Come along for coffee, 

cake and chat.
All Welcome

Baptist Church

A�er Jesus dies, is resurrected, spends �me with the disciples, and ascends into heaven, there 
is a brief �me when the early Chris�ans are on their own while a holy baton handover is 
about to take place. On the day of Pentecost, because Jesus is no longer walking among them 
in the flesh to encourage and empower, God gave the Holy Spirit, another facet of the Trinity, 
another part of God's own self, to the people to fill them and equip them to represent God on 
earth—to be the church. Pentecost is o�en celebrated as the birthday of the church—not of 
any par�cular congrega�on, but as a living representa�on of Jesus on earth. It reminds us of 
the holy handover and the responsibility we now have to be the hands and feet of Jesus on 
earth.

In term �me there is 'Cygnets' on Monday, 9,30-11.30am, for carers with children under 
school age. £2 per family.

This is the �me of the year that the church celebrates the fes�val of Pentecost but what 
exactly is Pentecost?

Exci�ng invita�on! A weekend of celebra�ons at Hedingham Bap�st Church begins on 
Saturday, 7th June, at Messy Church, from 4.00—6.00pm. The event is for the whole family 
and includes cra�s, ac�vi�es, story telling and food! There is no cost to you just come along 
and join in the fun!

'On the day of Pentecost all the believers were mee�ng together in one 
place. Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a 
mighty wind, and it filled the house where they were si�ng. Then, what 
looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and se�led on each one of 
them. And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit’.

The Holy Baton Handover!

Let's think about elite track teams and how they will spend hours prac�sing the handover of 
the baton—the crucial make-or-break moment in a successful relay race.

Acts Ch 2 vs 1—4a

If you can't make it on the Saturday come and join us on the Sunday 8th June at 10.30am, as 
we celebrate as a church family the birthday of the church. All are welcome.
Everyone is welcome to our weekly Sunday Services at 10.30am.

The registra�on for this year's summer holiday club 'The Clubhouse' will be launched at 
Messy Church, (7th June) and will run from 4th—8th August, for children entering Yr 1—Yr 6. 
9.30—12.00 noon. Further details to come. Book early!
Food Bank is held every Tuesday from 2.00—4.00 pm (Help with debt advice is also available)
Thursdays 10.00—2.00 pm is Hedingham Hotspot offering a safe space to chat, enjoy refresh- 
ments and use the WiFi (if needed). Free to all!
Looking forward to mee�ng you all!

www.facebook.com/hedinghambap�st

For all events see details on Facebook or Website

www.hedinghambap�st.org

Mary Hawes mary@hedinghambap�st.org

Alison Wilson alison@hedinghambap�st.org 
Rev Gary Wilson gary@hedinghambap�st.org 

Carole Rainbird carole@hedinghambap�st.org

Rev Peter Hawes  peter@hedinghambap�st.org 
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Catholic Church
The Catholic Parish of St Francis of Assisi Halstead
Father Felix Adiele The Presbytery, 90 Colchester Road, 
Halstead CO9 2EW 
Tel: �01787 472477 � 
Email:  halstead@brcdt.org

You are warmly welcomed to join us in our religious, 
pastoral and social ac�vi�es.  

A Catholic Mass is celebrated at St Nicholas’ Church, 
Castle Hedingham, every Sunday at 9.00am.

Details of the Mass �mes at St Francis of Assisi Parish Church 
are published on our Facebook page and can also be found on 

Enjoy Halstead and Streetlife Halstead pages.

7.00 for food. 7.30 to start. We end 
about 9.00 pm.

We seek to create a space where people 
can meet Jesus.

New folk are always welcomed.

If you are curious, or seeking to know 
more about Him please come.

12th June Jodie Collins - the 
Interna�onal director of Beyond 
Ourselves is coming to speak and 

inspire us.

The evening is free.

halstead@dioceseo�rentwood.org or stewardo�hegospel592@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/s�rancishalsteadparish
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CH Women’s Group

We are a friendly group of ladies so why not come along and see for yourself, we will 

always make you welcome.  Contact Sylvia on 01787 469129 for any enquires about 

the group.  

Our next mee�ng on 18th June, takes the form of our Annual Cream Tea, this year 

held at the ever popular Moot House in Castle Hedingham.  This is a members only 

event and please arrive at 2pm for a 2.30pm start to the cream tea.  This is an ideal 

way to socialise with your fellow WG members and to catch up with all the news in a 

comfy atmosphere with delicious scones etc.  We hope to see you there. 

Call Ann on 07442 180237 or Hilda on 07513 886288 to enquire or to book. 

Cost for coach and entrance to the castle and grounds is £48pp. Payment should be 

made by 3rd June please, cheques payable to CHWG.   Please note that the drop off 

on arrival will be at the Castle, whereas the pick up point will be at the Retail Village, 

approx. 10 minute walk.

SAVE THIS DATE  -  16th DECEMBER – OUR VISIT TO HEVER CASTLE AT CHRISTMAS 
More details to follow.  The cost is £67pp for coach travel, entrance to the Castle, the 

grounds and Christmas ac�vi�es, and a 2-course meal.  This is a popular ou�ng so 

early booking is recommended.  See the Castle decorated for the fes�vi�es with 

welcoming log fires and twinkling Christmas trees, then as dusk falls the gardens are 

magically illuminated. 

July 22nd – Thames Cruise   -  Arriving first in Marlow, one of the loveliest loca�ons 

on the River Thames, with �me to explore and have lunch, we then board our boat for 

the 2 hour 15 minute cruise to Henley.  This popular route passes through many 

beau�ful villages before finishing with a cruise along the world famous Henley Royal 

Rega�a course.  We have �me for a cuppa and quick look at this fantas�c town before 

depar�ng.  Cost for coach and Thames cruise is £48pp.  Payment should be made by 

1st July please, cheques payable to CHWG. 

COACH TRIPS 

June 25th – Belvoir Castle, Near Grantham, da�ng back to the 11th century, and 

home to the Dukes of Rutland.  Explore the world of Belvoir Castle, the turrets and 

towers of which rise over the Vale of Belvoir, the restored Capability Brown Gardens 

and lakes, parkland, retail village, Belvoir Bistro, Vale View Café or the Aviary 

Tearoom.  Areas in the grounds include the Japanese Woodland and the Duchess 

Garden.  Visit the State Rooms in the castle which were used as loca�ons in The 

Crown and films such as The Young Victoria.

Bap�st Church 177 Swan St, Sible Hedingham.  

Thursday Club – Sible Hedingham
For older people  -  meet 2nd Thursday  (Feb - Dec) 2pm - 4pm

Different speaker each months plus refreshments & raffle. Admission £3.00

Mee�ng once a month on 2nd Tuesday 2pm – 4pm
The Castle Club, Church Lane, Castle Hedingham with refreshments.

T Club
Mee�ng on the last Wednesday each month at The Memorial Hall, Church Lane, Castle 
Hedingham 2pm – 4pm.  A club where older people can enjoy a chat.  Refreshments & 

raffle. Admission £2.50p. 
Should you wish to know further details about any of these ac�vi�es, please contact: 

Jayne Laken on 07458 300 903  We look forward to seeing you

Cra�y Nannas
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GLENDA WOOD
Ad Dip Psych C, Cert Hyp CS

Counsellor & Hypnotherapist

Life is often not as straightforward 
as we may hope but, however long 

the road, there is always a way ahead.

I am an experienced Counsellor that 
offers support 

in a confidential and safe environment.
Enhanced DBS and insured�

Practices in Clare & Great Yeldham
Call 07421 710775

Email: info@glendawood.co.uk
www.glendawood.co.uk

Trains running 1st, 7th, 8th,
15th & 29th June.

SPECIAL EVENT
22nd June - Mail by Rail Day

Don’t forget the Residents Pass 
is great value at £25.00, giving 
the holder free admission and 
up to 3 others half price. Valid 

for 1 year, excludes Santa.

featuring displays from

For more info email 

Halstead Postal Museum.

phone 01787 461174 or call in.
info@colnevalleyrailway.co.uk 

Colne Valley Railway
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First Hedingham Guides
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Household Recycling

Green Bin  Garden waste collec�ons are a subscrip�on-based service. Go to:  
h�ps://www.braintree.gov.uk/bins-waste-recycling

You should only put your bin out by 7am on the day of your collec�on. 

Grey Bin  We will only collect waste that is in the bin with the lid shut. We will not collect 
addi�onal bags on top or near the bin. 

JUNE 2025

Hedingham United FC
Here are the home fixtures for the Men’s Firsts and 

Reserves and the Ladies team

Contact Steve Parsons 07488 362530 for more informa�on

L 5th Apr 3pm HUFC Firsts v Great Bentley First

L 16th Apr 6.30pm HUFC Firsts v Gosfield United

L 12th Apr 3pm HUFC Reserves v Harwich & Parkeston A

D2 27th Apr 2pm HUFC Ladies v Hu�on FC Women Dev
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WASH FARM, QUEEN ST, SIBLE HEDINGHAM C09 9RH 

Sible Hedingham Library
Opening hours   Monday 9am-1pm   

Thursday 2pm-7pm   Saturday 9am-5pm

Litter picking Equipment available

What’s On
MONDAY - Baby and Toddler Rhymetime 9.30 – 10.00am
Knit and Natter 10.00am – 12.00noon (bring your own knitting and have a chat)
Walking Group 10.00am – 12.00noon (Meet at the library for a 3-4 mile walk.
Wear appropriate attire, refreshments provided afterwards)
Arty Bookworms 10.30am - 11.15am

THURSDAY - Book Group Meetings 2.00 – 3.00pm Contact library for details
After School Craft Club 3.30 – 4.15pm
 

SATURDAY - Lego Coding 9.30 – 10.30am Please book via the Essex Library website
Baby and Toddler Rhymetime 10.00 – 10.30am   
Crafts for Children 11.00am – 1.00pm
Lego Coding 10.00am – 4.00pm  Please book via the Essex library website
Puzzle Club (Adults) 2.00pm - 4.00pm 
Lego Blockbuilders 2.30 – 3.30pm
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Hedingham History Group
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We are a small company
where the personal touch is
important. With many years of 
experience, we have handled
jobs from small property
improvements to extensions,
barn conversions and house
building. Working on listed
buildings is a specialty.

Phone: 07894 827702
email: 
castlegentbuilders@gmail.com

https://castlegentbuilders.co.uk
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Castle Hedingham Community Allotment

Our volunteers meet weekly at the Community Allotment in Castle 
Hedingham Village Park on Tuesday mornings 10am to 12 noon

Everyone is welcome -no experience necessary, just come along to 
enjoy being outdoors and part of a friendly group.

Whether you have an hour to spare or are able to be a regular supporter, we would 
love to see you. It is a chance to get out in the fresh air, be ac�ve, meet new friends, 
learn about gardening or share your knowledge. Or just drop by for a visit and a chat 

at any of our weekly Tuesday morning sessions – our volunteers will be pleased to 
welcome you.

If you need more informa�on, contact Charlie at 
charlieallotmentch@gmail.com or call Claire on 07845 056597

Later in the season, everyone can enjoy our freshly harvested seasonal produce 
which will be available from the Village Shop at St James Street. 

Castle Hedingham Community Allotment
at the Village Park
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Parish Council Meeting Minutes

District Councillors Reports - Annual Report – see pages 20 & 21.

Chair’s Report - Annual Report – see pages 20 & 21

Minutes of Sible Hedingham Parish Council Annual Parish Council 
Mee�ng Held in the Village Hall on Monday 12th May 2025 at 7pm.

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Calver and Schwier.

Cllr Beavis thanked Cllr Ranson and the Clerk for the success of the VE Day 80 Event. 
The event was very well supported by residents from all over the village and there has 
been some lovely feedback. The Parish Council wish to thank the Royal Bri�sh Legion 
and their team, Deputy Lieutenant of Essex, residents and all stake holders for their 
help and support.

Mrs L Slade – Clerk & 9 Members of the Public (+ 15 later)

Standing Orders were suspended to open the mee�ng up to the public to allow 
par�cipa�on for the Local Plan Submission.

Finance – all administra�ve Financial ma�ers were dealt with and agreed.

All Councillors signed their acceptance as Councillor and were then were elected to 
various Commi�ees.  Various other administra�ve items were agreed.

Present - Cllrs Adam, Beavis (Chair – re-elected), Cole, Fennelly, 
Heywood, Hendry, Lee, Luxon, Ranson (Vice-Chair – re-elected), Taylor, 
Tufnell and Young

Public Comment - A resident has been advised a pe��on to ini�ate the installa�on of 
double yellow lines will need the support of the Parish Council. Cllr Beavis advised she 
will look at this concern and contact Cllr Schwier to establish if Essex Highways have 
ini�ated any proposals. The resident was advised this will be addressed in Agenda 
Item 25.

County Councillor’s Report - Cllr Schwier’s reports are at: h�ps://siblehedingham-
pc.gov.uk/category/news/

Minutes of the mee�ng held on 14 April 2025  - approved and signed – no ma�ers 
arising.

BALC Report - Cllr Lee reported there has been no secretary of the BALC Commi�ee 
for a while but a new secretary is due to be instated. There will also be a restructuring 
of the EALC.

Addi�onal Site:
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Parish Council Meeting Minutes
Cllr Beavis declared an interest, le� the room and Cllr Ranson took the Chair.
Residents shared their concerns about the submission of this site, comments will be 
added to the original Local Plan Review Comments document submi�ed to BDC and 
will be posted on the Parish Council website. Ac�on: Clerk to contact enforcement 
concerning con�nua�on of any further works on this site.

Finance, Governance and Audit – Mee�ng held on 29 April 2025 - the AGAR was 
reviewed at this mee�ng.
Climate and Environment – No mee�ng

Cllr Beavis re-entered the room to con�nue to Chair the mee�ng.

Events, Community and Communica�on – The VE Day 80 Event has been previously 
referred to.

Sub-commi�ees

Personnel – Date to be arranged.
Planning – Mee�ng to be held on Monday 19 May 2025

Parish Council Owned Car Park Update - One quota�on has been received; two more 
expected. Cllr Heywood reported the parking situa�on has become worse. The Parish 
Council are inves�ga�ng if more spaces can be created, however a more immediate 
approach to look at rules and signage for the car park will be on the agenda for the 
next Full Council.

Cllrs Beavis and Taylor le� the room.

A resident reported an applica�on for double yellow lines must be with the NEPP 
before 31 July 2025. It was also discussed to add the corner of Recrea�on Road to the 
applica�on. It was resolved to support an applica�on for double yellow lines – 
proposed by Cllr Tufnell, seconded by Cllr Luxon, all Councillors were in agreement. 
Ac�on: Clerk to inves�gate the next steps to enable an applica�on.

Update on a voluntary scheme to install roundels at each entrance to the village and 
two reflec�ve bollards on the triangle at Braintree Corner - It was resolved to submit 
an LHP applica�on to install roundels at each entrance to the village and two 
reflec�ve bollards on the triangle at Braintree Corner

Local Plan Submission – as previously discussed above.  The call for sites is to be 
discussed at Braintree District Council on the 5 June 2025.  Sible Hedingham Parish 

Local Highways Issues and Updates  
Applica�on for double yellow lines around the junc�on of St. Peter’s View and 
Alexandra Road
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Parish Council Meeting Minutes

The Parish Council currently meet on the second Monday of each month, this was 

discussed and it was suggested the mee�ngs could take place on the first Monday of 

each month, in order not to coincide with Castle Hedingham Parish Council Mee�ngs. 

The �me of the mee�ngs will stay at 7pm. The Parish Council agreed to use the Bap�st 

Church for regular mee�ngs, which have fewer members of the public in a�endance; 

for mee�ngs where the Parish Council expect greater numbers and for the Annual 

Parish Mee�ng, the Parish Council agreed to use the Village Hall.

The Structure team have advised that repair works are programmed to be undertaken 

on the Sta�on Road Bridge in August this year.

Agenda items for next mee�ng and exchange of ideas only

The possibility of a carnival next year.

To discuss and decide the Full Council Mee�ng Venue, Dates and Times

Revised Planning Applica�on - Tanners Dairy, Prayors Hill CO9 3LE – demoli�on of 

exis�ng buildings and construc�on of 44 dwelling houses, including forma�on of a new 

site access junc�on, estate road, public open spaces and landscaping.

Mee�ng Closed: 9:30 pm

Council objects to the Local Plan Submission – Ref: SIBH2517 – proposed by Cllr Luxon, 

seconded by Cllr Lee, all Councillors were in agreement. Ac�on: Clerk to add 

comments to the Local Plan Review Comments document.

This applica�on was discussed and is smaller than the original applica�on; it is also a 

brown field site so suitable for building. No objec�ons were proposed by Cllr Ranson, 

seconded by Cllr Fennelly, one Cllr voted against the proposal, all other Councillors 

were in agreement.

Resolved. Ac�on: Clerk to enquire the cost and availability of the Bap�st Church.
Clerks Report - The Clerks Report having been previously circulated to all Councillors 

was taken as read. Clerk also informed the mee�ng:
The LHP request for signage/protec�on Church Street – Sible Hedingham , a decision 

has been made by the LHP not to pursue valida�on.

A Highways Inspector is to visit Braintree road to assess the tree branches in the area 

and iden�fy any necessary ac�ons. Progress of this inspec�on and any steps taken can 

be monitored using the unique reference number 2974439 through the Track It pages 

on the Report It Tool.

Inves�gate if we are legally allowed to appoint a chaplain.

Next Parish Council Mee�ng: 9 June 2025

THESE ARE ABRIDGED NOTES FROM THE ORIGINAL DRAFT MINUTES - PLEASE REFER TO 

THE SIBLE HEDINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE FOR THE FULL TEXT
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Open Monday – Friday 

9am – 6.30pm

1 Bridge Street, Great Yeldham

01787 238255

Emergency Out of Hours

01787 372588    

07836 723934

SUDBURY AREA 
CANCER SUPPORT GROUP 

Find events on Facebook 
For more informa�on, contact Ruth Worsley 

ruth-SACSG@outlook.com 

Providing high standards 
of treatment and care 

for all your pets

All aspects of electrical work carried out, 
installa�on, repair and maintenance. All work is 

insured and guaranteed 

Fully qualified electrician based in Hellions 
Bumpstead, serving the local area, Cambridgeshire, 

Suffolk & Essex

Ian Simmons
Local Domestic Electrician

24 Hr Emergency Callout
Fault finding         Part/Full Rewires
Maintenance, tes�ng and inspec�on
Indoor & outdoor installa�ons - 
Lights, sockets, switches
Fuse board replacement

PAUL BRAZIER
KITCHENS, BATHROOMS AND 

BEDROOMS LTD
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Parish Council Report

Parish  Councillors. Jo Beavis - Chairman. Ferg  Ranson - Vice Chairman, Wendy 

Taylor, Sarah Luxton, Chris�ne Calver, Jan Cole, Jeremy Adam, John Fennelly, Lisa 

Heywood, Barry Young, Stephen Hendry, Mar�n Lee, George Tufnell, Lesley Slade - 

Clerk/RFO (supported by Kathy Hoye).

Key projects that the Parish Council supported during the Last year.

Sible Hedingham Parish Council is now working in a commi�ee system. This means 

all members of the Parish Council have more opportuni�es to support the work of 

the Parish Council. These are: Finance, Audit, Governance and Personnel, 

Footpaths, Planning, Events and Environment. Our new Clerk/Financial Officer, 

along with our Chairman (supported by all members of the Parish Council) are 

commencing on a root and branch overhaul of the Parish Council's prac�ces, 

ensuring that the Parish Council is compliant and that our members are suitably 

trained.

Ÿ Employing our new Clerk/Financial Officer - Lesley Slade 
Ÿ (supported by Kathy Hoye).
Ÿ Offering new skills and training to our Clerk/RFO and all Parish Councillors.
Ÿ Commencing with the plans to extend the Sible Hedingham Garden of 

Remembrance.
Ÿ Refurbishment of the mul�-use games area, at the Recrea�on Ground.

"Our big year, and there is more to come..”

SIBLE HEDINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 2024/25

Ÿ Preparing for improvements to the Parish Council car-park, behind the Co-Op.

Ÿ Suppor�ng and marking Remembrance Sunday.

Ÿ Improvements to the CCTV equipment at the Recrea�on Ground.

Ÿ Suppor�ng D-Day commemora�ons and the D-Day clocks project.
Ÿ Suppor�ng VE Day 80 and purchasing the new Parish Beacon on the Recrea�on 

Ground.

Ÿ Suppor�ng the Christmas Tree big light switch-on.

Ÿ Repor�ng local road highway defects and pot-holes.

Ÿ Leading and suppor�ng with the produc�on of the Hedinghams Parish 

Magazine.

Ÿ Repor�ng fly-�pping.

Ÿ New flower tubs and plan�ng, with further improvements to follow.

Ÿ Suppor�ng community li�er-picking.

Ÿ Fixing the speed indica�on device by Fullers Farm, near Halstead corner.
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Parish Council Report

Ÿ Trees works and improvements around the village.

More of the "Our big year" projects..

Ÿ Preparing feedback on Braintree  District Council's Local Plan 

development sites.

Ÿ Suppor�ng the delivery of the new Hedinghams Medical Centre.

2025/26 and beyond..

Ÿ Considera�ons around an annual summer village gathering.

Ÿ Priori�sing the improvements of our local roads and road safety.

Ÿ Stronger focus on improving our local roads and road safety.

Ÿ Regular footpath maintenance.

Ÿ More regular grass-cu�ng on Parish Council owned land.

Ÿ Delivering on the Earls Garden development opportuni�es.

Ÿ Comple�ng the improvements to the Parish Council car-park.

Encourage more volunteers to engage in the work of the Parish Council

Ÿ Refurbishments to the Parish Office allowing be�er use of the spaces.

Ÿ Suppor�ng the planning of the new Hedinghams Medical Centre.

Ÿ Comple�ng the extension at the Garden of Remembrance.

Ÿ Preparing the legal process for new land/assets from the Earls Garden 

development.
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Parish Council Meeting Minutes

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN - RESOLVED: Cllr Southgate was elected as Chairman for the 

2025-2026 year

St Nicholas Churchyard: the yew trees at the Falcon Square entrance are protected 

by a TPO and are overhanging the neighbouring property. The clerk is mee�ng the 

tree surgeon to discuss work needed.

Sta�on Road Bridge: repair works are programmed to be undertaken in August 2025.

Parking New Park: liaison with local police officers con�nues and le�ers have been 

delivered to all New Park residents. If a vehicle is fully blocking the pavement, this can 

be reported to the police on the non-emergency number 101 and the police confirm 

that �ckets will be issued. The police have also confirmed the procedure for residents 

to report untaxed vehicles at h�ps://www.gov.uk/report-untaxed-vehicle 

Present:  Cllrs Allen, Doe, Foulkes, Hemes, Jones, Smith, Southgate
In the Chair: Cllr Southgate Clerk: Claire Waters 

Beavers Li�er Pick: The Beavers are carrying out a li�er pick on Tuesday 13th May. 

Addi�onal li�er picking supplies have been obtained from Braintree District Council.
Ruffles Yard wall: The repair is complete and rubble removed. The Ruffles Yard sign 

will be replaced.

ABRIDGED MINUTES OF A MEETING OF CASTLE HEDINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL,
HELD ON MONDAY 12th MAY 2025, 6.30PM 

AT CASTLE HEDINGHAM CLUB 

Also present: None

REVIEW OF POLICIES, PROCEDURES, REPRESENTATIVES AND WORKING GROUPS
Reviewed and adopted: NALC model Standing Orders updated 2025, Financial 

Regula�ons, policies and procedures in respect of freedom of informa�on and data 

protec�on legisla�on, Complaints procedure, Communica�ons and Social Media 

policy and Employment policies.  Representa�ve roles and working groups were 

reviewed and remain unchanged except for the addi�on of a vacancy to support Cllr 

Doe as Transport Representa�ve. The Calendar of mee�ngs for 2025-2026 was 

reviewed and agreed
PROGRESS CHECK

HIGHWAYS & PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY

Nunnery Street bridge: Further deteriora�on is a con�nuing concern and will be 

reported to ECC.

Footpath Pye Corner: The uneven surface outside Astles will be reported again to 

Essex Highways
FINANCE
The monthly payments were approved for authorisa�on. It was agreed to con�nue 

membership of the Open Spaces Society at a cost of £45 per year as they provide 

expert advice on Public Rights of Way issues. 
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Parish Council Meeting Minutes

St James Fair Saturday 26th July Any local groups or businesses who wish to run a 

game or stall, please contact the Parish Clerk at clerk@castlehedingham-pc.gov.uk. 

Prizes from local businesses for the Parish Council raffle are already being donated and 

all offers of raffle prizes will be gratefully accepted.

Village Hall: The monthly accounts were noted with thanks. Ac�on:  The clerk will 

con�nue to look for contractors who can quote for a good quality repair to the disabled 

space surface at the front of the hall. 

Castle Hedingham Club: A broken internal drain needs to be repaired. Ac�on: Clerk to 

enquire about assessment of the damage through buildings insurance provider NFU.

CORRESPONDENCE TO NOTE: - A resident had enquired about reinsta�ng the New Park 

spring for drinking water. This was discussed including tes�ng to ascertain water 

quality, filtra�on to make the water safe, and the lack of engagement from Anglian 

Water with previous enquiries. The spring is on land which is not owned by the Parish 

Council so authority to spend public money on this would need to be checked. Ac�on: 

The clerk will reply to the resident and contact Braintree District Cllr Jo Beavis to 

discuss further.

VE Day Thursday 8th May Thanks were expressed to everyone who had made this such 

an enjoyable and successful event, including the support from the Village Hall 

commi�ee for providing the hall free of charge, the Social Club for running the bar and 

the St Nicholas Church coffee morning volunteers who supported the tea dance. A 

dona�on of baking and tea & coffee supplies has been made with thanks.

RESOLVED: to approve dona�on of raffle proceeds to a Kinder Essex village ac�vity to 

be run by Jayne Laken

VILLAGE PARK AND COMMUNITY ALLOTMENT

MEMORIAL HALL

RESOLVED: To grant £100 to the Tennis Club towards a £500 club house ligh�ng 

improvement project

Village Park: A resident had submi�ed an applica�on for a “book box” under a Penguin 

books grant scheme. If the applica�on is successful, the Village Park was considered as 

a possible loca�on for this book share project. Agenda item for future mee�ng once 

the grant applica�on is decided

VILLAGE EVENTS 2025

Reviewed and approved: Parish Council asset register, Financial and Reputa�onal Risk 

Register, buildings insurance & general insurance, Annual Governance Statement and 

Annual Accoun�ng Statements.

Community Allotment: The clerk gave a brief update on the financial situa�on which is 

due to be reviewed as the grant funding is coming to an end. Weekly sessions are on 

Tuesdays 10am to 12 noon
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www.castlehedingham-pc.gov.uk 

Monday 9th June 6.30pm Annual Parish Council Castle Hedingham Club
The mee�ng closed at 7.51pm

NEXT MEETINGS

Full minutes of mee�ngs including planning applica�ons and financial informa�on are 
published at

Parish Council Meeting Minutes

Do you have a few hours to spare?  Do you have a 
willingness to help and would like to put 

something back into your community? Braintree 
Community Transport are looking for volunteers 
either in your own car or in one of our 12 seater 

minibuses, no commitment - hours to suit 
yourself.  Out of pocket expenses are reimbursed 

and pensions/benefits are not affected.

To find out more please call 01376 557883 or 

email community.transport@braintree.gov.uk

DRIVERS NEEDED

CASTLE HEDINGHAM PAROCHIAL CHARITIES
A Trust Fund exists in Castle Hedingham 

for any resident ‘in need, distress or 
suffering hardship’  

Hospital transport** can also be arranged 
depending on need and availability

For more informa�on please contact the 
secretary Mrs Brenda Beadle 01787 460336

** We would be pleased to hear from anyone 
willing to join the rota of drivers

Pu�ng people in contact with organisa�ons 
that provide services they need.  

This service can help you with local social 
group; learning; en�tlement benefits; fire and 

home safety checks; health & fitness; 
transport; carer’s support and care services; 

volunteering and much more…

Email:provide.essexwellbeing@nhs.net

Essex Wellbeing Service Opening Hours: 
Monday to Friday 8.00am - 7.00pm

All enquiries, will be responded to during the 
opening hours above

Tel: 0300 303 9988

www.essexwellbeingservice.co.uk

Saturday 10.00am to 2.00pm

All Community Agent referrals and enquiries 
should go to Essex Wellbeing Service.

We also stage a weekend art exhibi�on every two years which is always very well 
a�ended and is a chance to exhibit your artwork.

We are a friendly bunch who meet on Thursdays in Pebmarsh Village Hall,              
11.00 am - 3.00pm. We are untutored but invite visi�ng tutors every couple of months 

to offer us new techniques and ideas.
Our members work in a wide range of materials and are always happy to offer advice if 
required.  We have many art books and magazines to borrow and also a diverse library 

of photos for inspira�on should you run out of ideas for your next masterpiece.

Pebmarsh Art Group - New members wanted!

If you would like to give it a go then please contact Sue on 01787 460359 or email 
sue.colin@gmail.com. You will be made very welcome.
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Hedingham Clubs

of these ac�vi�es, please contact: 
Jayne Laken on 07458 300 903

We look forward to seeing you

Cra�y Nannas
Mee�ng once a month on 2nd Tuesday 

2pm – 4pm 
The Castle Club, Church Lane, Castle Hedingham 

with refreshments

T Club
Mee�ng on the last Wednesday each month 

at The Memorial Hall, Church Lane, 
Castle Hedingham 2pm – 4pm.  

Refreshments & raffle. Admission £2.50p
Should you wish to know further details about any 

A club where older people can enjoy a chat.  

Hedingham United FC
Home game at Lawn Meadow

Contact Steve Parsons 07488 362530 for more informa�on

3rd May 3pm HUFC Reserves v Tendring Borough Saturday First Div 4

Castle Hedingham Cricket Club

Home games are played at the Castle Park, Sudbury Road.
h�ps://castlehedingham.play-cricket.com/Matches

Sunday 15th June 1.30pm CHCC Sunday League   v Nowton CC-Sunday 1st XI

Sunday 29th June 1.30pm CHCC Sunday League   v Acton CC, Suffolk-Sunday 1st XI
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Friends of Alderford Mill
The mill looked splendid with VE day 

decora�ons and the flag flying from the 

lucum, but the May open day was a 

disappointment with fewer visitors than 

expected, especially as it was Na�onal Mills 

weekend.  This was par�ally due to the 

closure of Swan Street for road works.  This 

highlights the benefits of our signage as many 

of our visitors pick up the mill opening when 

passing through the village.  Otherwise having 

successfully raised the water level in the leat over the previous four days, we 

managed to generate enough power to run the wheel and briefly mill a coarse flour 

before the level dropped below that required to turn the wheel.

The Wednesday team con�nue to work on the steam engine drive mechanism, while 

others, at the request of Essex County Council have realigned and strengthened the 

gate post over the road from the mill to allow vehicular access on to the footpath.  

Over the next few weeks the other gate post will be replaced.  While this work is 

taking place the footpath walkers must be aware that there will be a hazardous hole 

adjacent to the footpath un�l complete.  Safety barriers and signs will be in place.  

Addi�onally, now we can demonstrate the chain hoist, the worn steel strips on the 

capstan have been replaced giving it many more years of opera�on.

The wild life around the mill is slow to return since reinsta�ng the water level 

following the winter drainage of the leat.  The first are the ducks with three drakes 

regularly seen plus a small family of ducklings were spo�ed.  Other than an 

occasional muntjac and coot there have been no recorded sigh�ngs of other wildlife 

in the vicinity of the mill.  

Remember that private visits with a guided tour can be arranged subject to the 

mutual agreements of dates and a dona�on towards the maintenance the mill.

Another member of the team has completed a project to entertain young and old 

brains in solving a Jigsaw representa�on of a French Burre mill stone ready for its 

first public ou�ng next month.

Our next open day will be on Sunday the 8th June  with a games theme.



27

SIBLE HEDINGHAM VILLAGE HALL

Registered Charity No. 301397

2.30pm – 5pm

50/50 ballroom, latin and modern 

sequence

£5 includes homemade 
cake, tea/coffee

For further information call Tony 

07790516580

AFTERNOON TEA 
DANCES AT THE 
VILLAGE HALL

1st June & 6th July



28

CH Gardening Club

June 12th Easton Lodge.
July 10th Daws Hall.

Treasurer  Maureen Lo�ing  01787 463343.

For our last mee�ng un�l September we had a talk given by Chris Gibson 

en�tled “Woods and Trees of Essex” which he illustrated with lovely slides.

Chairman  Chris�ne Lucock  01206 210872.

Bye for now 
Chris�ne, Jean, Maureen, Mary, Barbara, Suzanne, Michael and Brenda.

Secretary  Jean Collings  01787 461663.

Hi everyone!  My goodness here we are s�ll enjoying the 

beau�ful weather - what a lovely Spring early Summer we are 

having with everything in the countryside and our gardens 

flourishing.  The only downside is we are having to water 

earlier than usual.

Our mee�ngs are held on the second Thursday of the month 2 p.m.at the 

Memorial Hall,Castle Hedingham if you are not a member but would like to 

come along as a visitor you will be so welcome.

We are all hoping to have a great Summer in our gardens and look forward to 

seeing you all at our mee�ng on September 11th.

We are now looking forward to our Annual Plant Sale it is always such a well 

supported enjoyable occasion.

Our summer trips this year will be:
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All types of domestic 
fencing provided

Contact Paul: 07967 962374 

or 01787 228740

We are a friendly local company 

with over 10 years' experience and 

fully insured.

Covering areas around the Essex 

and Suffolk border.

Please contact us for a free quote 

and no obligation advice.

www.gandwfencing.co.uk
gandwfencing@gmail.com

Open Monday - Friday

Telephone: 01787 462104

Our purpose is to provide a good 
service and help build friendship and 

a stronger community. 

Open Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm.

Telephone: 01787 463943

We wish you a warm welcome.

Saturday 8am - 4pm.

Castle Hedingham Post 
Office

 9am - 1pm

Castle Hedingham Village 
Shop

Sunday 8am - noon.

DANIEL GIBBONS LTD

GENERAL BUILDERS
EST 1972

PHONE: 01787 460129
MOBILE: 07775 728263

EMAIL
danielgibbonsltdbuilders@gmail.com
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Hedingham Heritage Society

It’s not all blood and gore but an 
explora�on of conflicts in Essex over a 
2,000 year �me frame – some violent 
ba�les but many that didn’t involve a loss 
of life yet were s�ll fought with great 
passion and belief. 

7.30 pm Castle Hedingham Memorial Hall CO9 3DP

‘Ba�lefield Essex’

Our summer months programme includes some tales of metal detec�ng and 
ancient finds, followed by stories of Viking Raiders, a Ba�le of the Flags, 
World War bombings, nuclear shelters and more.

Thursday 5 June 
‘The Detectorist – a life�me of 
finds and small things 
remembered’
Any Old Iron…. Age - a 
fascina�ng illustrated talk with 
exhibits by Darren Clarke, 
lifelong detectorist and local 
historian.
7.30 pm Castle Hedingham 
Memorial Hall CO9 3DP

Thursday 3rd July

Andrew Summers – Local 
Historian, Author and Public 
Speaker

Members free, non -members  £5
ALL WELCOME

Rob: 01787460664 Trudi: 07768787777  Mark: 07906472636

hedinghamheritage@gmail.com
www.hedinghamheritage.org.uk 
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Halstead Foodbank 

St Andrew's Church 

Parsonage Street, 

Halstead CO9 2LD 

 Mondays 10—12
General Enquiries  01376 330694 

Email: info@braintreearea.foodbank.org.uk 

All dona�ons will be gratefully 

received. Also at: St Nicholas’s Church 

& Hedingham Bap�st Church
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Food Bank

Collec�on points at 

& St Andrew’s Church, 
Halstead

St Nicholas’s Church, 
Hedingham Bap�st Church 
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Advertising Rates

 
 

 

Please note that by submi�ng ar�cles & adver�sements containing 
personal informa�on subject to GDPR you are consen�ng to the use of 
this informa�on in the Hedinghams Magazine.  This consent may be 
withdrawn at any �me by contac�ng the editor at 

We are pleased that local tradesmen and service providers adver�se with 
us, and we hope you support them.  However, we do not check or endorse 
them in any way.

hedparmag@gmail.com

The Hedinghams Parish Magazine

The adver�sing ‘year’ runs from April to March - below are the adver�sing costs 
for April 2025 - March 2026 (10 issues)

The magazine is an A5 size booklet delivered free of charge to over 2600 
households in Sible and Castle Hedingham.  There are 10 issues per year, with joint 

edi�ons for July/August and December/January.

Magazine Deliveries

Castle: Sue Southgate 461638       
Sible: hedparmag@gmail.com

Thank-you to all those who 
kindly deliver this magazine 

around the two villages.  Your 
assistance is greatly 

appreciated.  If others would 
like to help, please contact: 

Jul/Aug  12th Jun

Sep  14th Aug

Oct  11th Sep

Nov  16th Oct

Feb  15th Jan

Mar  12th Feb

Dec/Jan 13th Nov

‘Copy by’ Dates 2025-26
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Parish Contacts



35



36


